COULD MAKE HIM 
A HORSEMAN! 


Nikita 
Koloff’s 
Anti-Drug Campaign: 
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Start your own money making business! 


Make up to *26" an hour- 
Bven While learning! *2',2: 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn — Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extra included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 4 BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away aS ae 


lraining, Covers 
You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training Burglar, Hold-Up 
Take advantage. of today’s unprecedented opportunities in 4 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 5 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds t yet pa 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies, ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, such extensive training in this 


apidly and field as a pe f 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will yout bekamith reining eka 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 

Steraaees cand We. oxi ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
' . How to change nombinadous; in- 
<5; tall and i , Vaul 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank SaieDeoan Bociccee, 


Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men van - ALL maaan a, 
have succeeded in this fascinating co lifes S 
and highly profitable field. . 


“Before enrolling I checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advice from several 

locksmiths in my area. T hey 


=» This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 
add up to $200 a 
% month to your income... 
and it won't cost you a pen- 
ny extra with your training. 


THIS PRO KEY = 
M MACHINE 1S 
YOURS TO KEEP! <* 


Zee 
Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! = 
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Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information RUSH FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


and details by return mail. DoT TODaY! COUPON! KansasClly Mo 6ai2d 


oe There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


David Fairbrother—Dave's Locksmith Service j RUSH COUPON TODAY iene eatvoné 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 \ BELSAUW / 


all said yours was tops 


and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine 

“Tl always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and now lam. 
thanks to 
Foley-Belsaw 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


“Ll opened my own business, spare | 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 
made a profit of $329 for the first week.” 
| BOOKLET! 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 
“No more hard, nasty work for me. | Tells how you quickly 


(J YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


yh ae il 
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Now I have my own business and with train to be your own boss 
hardly any effort | average around $50 in a profitable Sparetime 


agrpede od y r Fullti siness 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life. | Boku kines nusinessb) City__ — ———— 


> your own PLUS complete 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama de oe aR a 30-Day Send for your 


NO RISK Trial Offer! PY today! 


«: YOU Can Do It Too! bi ae ee ees es 
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An Impossible Dream? 


Every Day! 


It's Easy 
And We'll Prove It To You 
FREE! 


You may have thought you'd have to “pump 
iron” six hours a day to be able to enjoy the kind 
of muscular build other men envy and girls love. 
Not so! Now a revolutionary new method, 
"3 Easy Muscle-Building Sessions a Week,” ddds 
inches to your arms, strength to your back and 
legs, and that gorgeous muscle-ripple to your 
stomach — literally in front of your own eyes 


Days, Not Months! 


Your mirror won't lie to you. Within a week your 
friends will see a change. When you put on a 
T-shirt they, and you, will wonder where all 

the muscles came from. Your build will taper 
from shoulders to waist the way you've always 
dreamed it might. 

And you don't have to sweat away in a gym 
or on a bunch of creaking machines. You'll build 
strength and power in the privacy of your 
own bedroom. 


Try This Quick Test 


Grab the “love handles” at your beltline. If you 
have more than an inch of flab ot the waist, read 
this next paragraph very carefully: 

If you really want to get rid of that flab and 
have a trim, rock-hard belly, you can do it 
Absolutely. That goes for arms and legs too. 


“I'm Too Fat.” 
“I'm Too Skinny.” 


There's no such thing as a man’s body that can't be 
built up. 
You can be fat as a tub or skinny as a stick 
So what? You're making a fresh, new start. In days 
you'll look ot your mirror in triumph, not chagrin. 
Most men don't want to look as though they 
spend all day in the gym. They aren't entering a 
“Mr. Universe” contest. 


Now You Can Replace 
Fat with Muscle... 

Have an “Iron Slab” 
Stomach... Actually 
SEE Improvement | 


No, what they want is to look good in a 
bathing suit. They want to have the “V" from 
shoulders to waist. They want to have that lean, 
healthy, muscular look women love. They want 
to feel strong. They want to surge with vigor. 

And there's no reason they can't. There’s no 
reason you can't. 

Oh, correction, there might be one reason: 

If you don't bother to find out. 


“What Does It Cost?” 


It doesn't cost you a cent to get all the facts, plus 
remarkable reports crammed with good stuff 
and photos! 


All we want you to do right now is get all the 


facts in front of you. And we won't charge you 


anything to find out. A big, very informative pile 


of information is yours FREE. 


You can go as far as you like. You're the boss in 


this wonderfully easy way to look and feel great 


iN 


Universal “™ 
Bodybuilding, Inc. 


IS THIS FOR REAL? 


Time and again we hear: “Come on, | 
won't be able to see bodybuilding results 
in one week.’ 

Oh, yes, you will. This ad cost money, 
and sending you the information costs 
money. You can bet we wouldn't make o 


claim we can't keep, in print 

The difference between this and any 
"Course" or "Regimen" you may have 
seen before is one you'll spot as soon os 
your free fact-packed bundle comes in 
the mail 


If you're interested, send for it. You 
have nothing to lose. 


PACKET OF INFORMATION. 
NO COST OR OBLIGATION 


Here’s What to Do, 
Right Now: 


Put your name and address on the coupon and 
mail it. 

Because this progrom is effective in days, 
every day you delay can cost you happiness and 
good looks. 

Your only investment is a postage stamp. Take 
another look in the mirror. This literally can change 
your life. Isn't your body worth one stamp? 


COUPON BRINGS YOU 
A BIG, ILLUSTRATED 


Okay, I'm willing to look at your 
packet of information. Rush it to me 
no obligation, of course 


= State Zip 


Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 


Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48240 j 
ew ee eS 


If coupon is missing, write direct to: 
Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 
Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48230 


© 1987 Universal Bodybuilding 
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Save 35% Off The Regular 


Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


(Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 


Box 48 


NAME 


CITY 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 


| federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 


age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 


} TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
| two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 


bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
e 


' Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 


INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues for the bargain price of just $27—a 
savings of $15 off the regular newsstand price! And 


| every issue will be delivered directly to your door in a 
protective manila envelope to help prevent damage dur- | 


ing shipping. 


MERRY VON ERICH'S COMEBACK: 
MIRACLE OR MIGTAKE? 


=-— 
THE WORLD BRACES Pheaney 
AM ANORE : 


THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) 


CO INSIDE WRESTLING—$17.00 12 issues 
L) THE WRESTLER—$17.00 12 issues 


Please enter my subscription for the magazine(s) | have checked above. 
| am enclosing proper payment in full. (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


_) BOTH MAGAZINES—$27.00 24 issues 


L] Renewal 
_] New Subscription 


INDDRESS  ~ a  n _ AAP TE 
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(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries please send $21 for each single subscription and $32 for each combination subscription.) | 


| am writing in regard to Christian 
Watts’ letter (“Who Deserves 
What?”) in “Your Letters” in the 
March 1988 issue of The Wrestler. 

Christian, it seems that Horsemen 
fans are just like The Four Horse- 
men. They only see what they want 
to see. Sure, Nikita Koloff used a for- 
eign object in his TV title match 
against Tully Blanchard, and |’m not 
saying he was right in doing so. But 
it was Arn Anderson who, when he 
saw that Tully might lose, gave Tully 
the object to hit Nikita. The referee 
was out and Nikita was occupied with 
J.J. Dillon, who was interfering as 
usual. Tully hit Nikita when he turned 
away from J.J. So it was an instance 
of turnabout being fair play. 

Also, you have nerve to talk about 
Barry Windham’s illegal interference! 
| can’t begin to count the times the 
Horsemen have won matches or held 
on to titles through illegal interfer- 
ence. Do Greensboro, $100,000, 
Dusty Rhodes, Magnum T.A., and 
Dark Journey ring a bell? 

EVVIE TOWNSEND 
Durham, NC 


MISGUIDED BAN 

| think you were wrong when you 
stated in a recent issue that George 
“The Animal’ Steele should be 


6 


Send Letters To: 
YOUR LETTERS 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Jimmy Hart can’t stop George Steele from choking The Honky Tonk Man. Reader Mike 


Acquisto writes that many wrestlers break the rules as often as Steele does. 


banned (“Thumbs Up, Thumbs 
Down,” January 1988). You stated 
that he constantly breaks rules— 
which is true—but so does everyone 
else in wrestling! Men like Ric Flair, 
Greg Valentine, Tully Blanchard, and 
The Hart Foundation cheat; they al- 
ways have. The difference between 
these men and Steele is that they 
cheat to win. 

Steele, on the other hand, hardly 
ever does. On a recent Saturday 
Night’s Main Event, Steele actually 
demonstrated some scientific ability 
with a perfect leg scissors and that 
dangerous armlock of his. His oppo- 
nent, Danny Davis, used a foreign 


object and choked Steele. In the end, 
“The Animal” won—with a regular 
wrestling move. 

So maybe you should start putting 
some thought into who you want to 
ban. Personally, !’d like to see that 
dirtbag Honky Tonk Man banned for 
life! 

MIKE ACQUISTO 
Stockton, CA 


NEW ADMIRATION 
I've always respected Lex Luger as 
a wrestler. When he was a Horse- 
man | believed that he had the ability 
to be the very best in the business, 
(Continued on page 56) 
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You’ve heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 

, the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 

into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
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Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
® Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
@ Monster Ripper & “Devil” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 


and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 


television, include the kind of action 


that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

® Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 

vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 


enjoy. These tapes are certain to 

become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 


Hagiwara 

® “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 
@ Masked You & Kaoru ‘‘Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
= Fa e “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Special Magazine Offer: wiser aor te 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 
the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: ‘Tie f 
TV SPORTS ‘y & aus @2 


BOX 48 : - 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 
OO Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


lam enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage 
and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape Oo int le pene Sun 
| am Ordering. ( —VHS orders only) 


Address: 
City: State: Zip: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
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By BILL APTER 


HE AWA WORLD heavy- 
weight title controversy is 
completely out of hand. 

In the wake of Greg Gagne’s pin- 
fall victory over champion Curt 
Hennig on February 4 in Minne- 
apolis, promoters in Chicago, Den- 
ver, San Francisco, Minneapolis, 
Wisconsin, and: North Dakota are 
recognizing Gagne as champion. 
But because AWA President Stan- 
ley Blackburn never sanctioned 
this steel cage match as being a 
title match, Hennig is still officially 
recognized as champion of the 
AWA. The AWA title can’t change 
hands in a cage without the ap- 
proval of the president. | 

Now the title has been declared 
held up in the Pacific Northwest 
following a match between 
Hennig and PNW heavyweight 
champion The Grappler in Port- 
land, Oregon. Grappler kicked 
Hennig with a loaded boot while 
referee Sandy Barr wasn’t looking, 
then covered Hennig for the pin. 
But PNW official Barry Owen 
stopped Barr before he could 
make the three-count. 

While Owen told Barr what hap- 
pened, The Assassin entered the 
ring and headbutted Grappler with 
a loaded mask, knocking him out. 
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Hennig then covered Grappler for 
the pin, but promoter Don Owen 
later revealed that Blackburn or- 
dered the match stopped and the 
belt held up in the event of out- 
side interference. 

So: Gagne is the champion in 
some areas, Hennig is the champi- 
on in others, and the belt has been 
held up in the Pacific Northwest. 
Who’s the champ? The AWA is 
Officially recognizing Hennig, and 
The Wrestler will abide by this de- 
cision—until something else 
changes the situation! 

Meanwhile, the AWA World tag 
team belts are also at the center of 
controversy. The Midnight Rockers 
defended their championship 
against The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
on February 15 in Memphis, but a 
double pin situation caused the t- 
tle to be held up. The rematch 
was held one week later in Mem- 
phis and the Rockers regained the 
belts, but not without some chica- 
nery on the part of Shawn Michaels 
of the Rockers and Manny 
Fernandez. 

Marty Jannetty of the Rockers 
and Robert Gibson were fighting 
outside the ring as referee Jerry 
Calhoun tried to restore order. 
Meanwhile, Rick Morton had Mi- 


Yet another controversy surrounds Curt 
Hennig’s AWA World title. In Portland, Ore- 
gon, Hennig pinned The Grappler, but the 
title was held up due to outside interference 
by The Assassin. 


chaels pinned. But Femandez ran 
out of the dressing room, climbed 
the ropes, and came crashing 
down on Morton’s back. Feman- 
dez then put Michaels on top of 

(Continued on page 46) 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “‘First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


® 
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@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 


U TRU 
magazine with the full-color “Action i 
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ge a Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the jae yi 


magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


7 | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— ; 
| A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. i 
I | 
| Make Check Payable And Send To: CL] NEW ONLY | 
y TV SPORTS L) RENEWAL | 
| BOX 48 & I 5 
j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 | 
A Savings Of $5 . i 

I 
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| Address I 
| | 
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Landover, MD (Correspon- 
dent—Michael Lang): The main 
event at the Capital Centre was a 
30-man battle royal—bunkhouse- 
style, meaning that a wrestler 
could come to. the ring dressed 
any way he pleased. The action 
was hot and heavy as wrestlers 
seemed to be going over the top 
rope constantly! One of the most 
impressive moments in the early 
going was when Ultimate Warrior 
had One Man Gang and Hercules 
Hernandez in his complete 
control. 

After plenty of frantic action 
there were just four wrestlers left: 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts, Don 
“The Rock” Muraco, and Demoli- 
tion; Ax and Smash were domi- 
nating as they double-teamed 
Roberts, then did the same to 
Muraco. Finally, they threw out 
Roberts, leaving “The Rock” to 
deal with Demolition by himself. 
Jake stayed at ringside to watch 
as Demolition continued to de- 
stroy Muraco. 

The situation changed dramati- 
cally when Jake threw his snake 
in the ring. Ax was caught by sur- 
prise, leaving Smash to deal with 
Muraco. Smash was easily thrown 
from the ring, as was Ax, leaving 
“The Rock” as the winner. 

In other bouts: Dino Bravo de- 
feated Lanny Poffo Sam 


Don “The Rock” Muraco recently won a 30- 
man bunkhouse battle royal at the Capital 
Centre. 


Houston beat Danny Davis . . . Ul- 
timate Warrior and Hercules Her- 
nandez were both counted out 
One Man Gang defeated Don Mu- 
raco ... Jake Roberts beat Harley 
Race ... Greg Valentine defeated 
Brutus Beefcake ... Davey Boy 
Smith beat Islander Haku. 


Minneapolis, MN (Correspon- 
dent—Aaron Goff): The Minne- 
apolis Auditorium has been the 
site of many historic wrestling 
matches dating back to 1941, 
when Bronko Nagurski beat Ray 


Steele for the NWA World title. 
Because the historic site is going 
to be torn down, the AWA decid- 
ed to hold one last card at the 
auditorium. The event was attend- 
ed by former greats like Red 
Bastien and Stan ‘Crusher’ Ko- 
walski, and included ring appear- 
ances by aged veterans such as 
Billy Robinson and Dick the 
Bruiser. 

Unfortunately, the last wrestling 
match ever at the Auditorium end- 
ed in controversy. AWA World 
champion Curt Hennig faced 
archrival Greg Gagne in a steel 
cage match. Hennig complained 
that special referee Leo Nomellini, 
an ex-football and wrestling great, 
was biased because he was a 
good friend of Verne Gagne’s. 

All scientific wrestling was 
thrown out as both combatants 
used the cage to brutalize one an- 
other. Hennig took the early ad- 
vantage when he opened up a 
gash on Gagne’s forehead after 
ramming the challenger’s head 
into the steel mesh six consecu- 
tive times. Hennig followed up his 
attack with kicks and punches. 
Gagne was able to reverse an 
Irish whip, which catapulted the 
champion headfirst into the cage. 
Gagne then grabbed Hennig’s 
legs and fell back. The momen- 

(Continued on page 44) 


WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially 
credited with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of 
seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve 
the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, c/o THE WRESTLER, BOX 48, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive”’ 

@A\l this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
LORDS OF THE RING 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
© VHS 2 Beta 


Please check which format you want 


Please rush me ______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) -U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 


City 


DOUBLE FEATURE 


SSS SS 
~~ 


TALLY 8L ANCHARD 


THe AMERICAN 
URE AM 
DAISTY RHODES 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash'’'—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 

® Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. lvan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

®Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@ Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: | 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS fm 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
Please check which format you want 2 VHS Beta | 
Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & I 
handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. | 
Name | 
Address i 
City State __ Zip [ 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Q: ‘‘My question is for Dusty Rhodes: 
If Larry Zbyszko got rough with 
Baby Doll the way Tully Blanchard 
did two years ago, would you 
come to her rescue again?”— 
Marty Kibler, Greensboro, MD 

A: “That woman is baaaad news,” 
Dusty replied. ‘I don’t want no 
part of her ever again. What she 
did to me in the past is unforgiv- 
able, absolutely unforgivable. “The 
Dream’ will not fall for her wily 
charms like he did back then. I 
was being chivalrous, you under- 
stand, and look how she repaid 
me. Poor Larry Zbyszko. He don’t 


Dusty Rhodes says befriending Baby Doll 
was one of the biggest mistakes he ever 
made, and that Larry Zbyszko will reach the 
same conclusion soon. 


really know what he’s doing. He 
don’t realize what Baby Doll is ca- 
pable of. When he finally learns, 
daddy, it’s gonna be too late, just 
like it was for Tully Blanchard.” 
KE 

Q: ‘My question is for Curt Hennig: I 
know that you are the greatest 
AWA World champion of all time, 
and the chances of you getting 
beaten are about a billion to one. 
But if anybody could beat you for 
the belt, who would it be?”— 
Larry Amann, Dracut, MA 
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era i ooey sat we YOU 
- get to write! It’s your chance to havea 


A: “I don’t like to answer hypotheti- 


cal questions,’ Hennig replied. “I 
won’t even speculate about how I 
might lose, because I won’t. As 
you said, I’m the greatest AWA 
champion ever. The competition is 
good, but not nearly good enough. 


Greg Gagne may think he’s worthy 
of my belt, but he hasn’t proven a 
thing. When he is occasionally 
lucky enough to win a tainted vic- 
tory, it’s in a non-title match. It 
figures. The idiot saves his best ef- 
forts for matches that don’t even 
count. If that’s not proof of what 
a total idiot Gagne is, I don’t 


know what is.” 
KK 


: “My question is for both Barry 


and Kendall Windham: Now that 
you’re both wrestling in the same 
area, I was wondering: Why 
haven’t you made a concentrated 
effort to win either the NWA 
World or U.S. tag team titles?” — 
Faye Hebert, Cohoes, NY 


: “Kendall and I have our own sepa- 


rate goals now,” Barry said. “I’m 
more concerned with a singles title 
than another tag belt, and Kendall 
will have to decide what’s best for 
him. When he first started out, I 
wanted to be close by so I could 
chart his progress and make sure 
he was learning the right things. 
Now that he can take care of him- 
self, that need doesn’t exist any- 


more.” Kendall concurred: 
“Barry’s been a great help these 
(Continued on page 60) 


Curt Hennig clobbers Greg Gagne with the AWA World title belt. Despite warring with 
Gagne for months, Hennig has no respect for him or his ability. 


BN ae on ee ar en a 


Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the size of a regular PW/ centerfold!). 


Please send me the Super Color Specials 
| PER OLOR PECIAL I've checked below. | enclose $3.00 for each i SPORTS 
: i x 48 


one I’m ordering, or $10.00 for any four. 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


and two dollars for every order for airmail. U.S. funds only. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


Ci SCS #1 | 
SCS #3 Name | 
“| SCS #4 | 
1 SCS #8 Address _ Apt. | 
SCS #9 | 
City ———— —— | 

State __ Zip | 

Alternate choices For all orders except the U. S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every order for boat mail, | 


Thumbs U 


Each issue, The Wrestier will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of wrestling. fil clperept sg 
receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs Down. Here is this month’s roll of honor and shame 


pa 


Thumbs Up to Bruiser Brody. An unusual but admirable act allows us to praise 
wrestling’s ‘Mercenary of Mayhem.’ This past February, The New York Post 
and Continental Airlines held a fundraising auction for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association at Shout!, a Manhattan nightclub. Brody, who obviously has his 
heart in the right place, donated his wrestling boots—decorated with skull and 
crossbones. The boots attracted a top bid of $500, which not only made some 
wrestling fan very happy, but helped in the fight against this terrible disease. 


Thumbs Up to Nikita Koloff. Another fine act of charity this month comes from 
“The Russian Nightmare.’’ Koloff has dedicated his entire life to wrestling; now 
he’s decided to dedicate some time to helping people. In February, Nikita 
announced he was going on a six-week tour of the United States to speak out 
against drug abuse. ‘‘Just say nyet!”’ is Nikita’s message in the current issue of 
Inside Wrestling, and we can’t think of a more capable man to tell the nation’s 
youth about the evils of drugs. It’s good to see that some wrestlers do care about 
their fans 


Thumbs Up to The Honky Tonk Man. Back in November, Intercontinental 
champion The Honky Tonk Man challenged Hulk Hogan, then the WWF World 
champ, to a series of title vs. title matches. Hogan accepted, and a match was 
signed for February 18 at the Byrne Meadowlands Arena in New Jersey. Two 
weeks before that match, however, Hogan lost the WWF title. With nothing to 
gain and his title to lose, Honky Tonk could have backed out of the match and 
Hogan couldn’t have done anything about it. But Honky Tonk chose to live up 
to his obligations. For once, he acted like a real man and put his title on the line! 


Thumbs Up to Tom Zenk. As an article in this issue states, Zenk is back in 
action and going after Curt Hennig’s AWA World heavyweight title. This is good 
news because Zenk is one of the more talented young men in this game, and the 
sport needs to nurture more appealing stars who know the meaning of fair play. 
Although we don’t entirely agree with Zenk’s reasons for joining the AWA (he 
hopes to prove he’s as good as former partner Rick Martel), we can see where he 
felt slighted as a member of The Can-Am Connection. We wish him the best of 
luck. Win or lose, Tom made the right move. 
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Thumbs Downs 


Thumbs Down to Hulk Hogan. Andre the Giant, Earl Hebner, Ted DiBiase, and 
WWE President Jack Tunney have all shared the blame for the despicable WWF 
World title situation. But what about Hogan? The former champ was rightfully 
angry after getting robbed of the title on February 5 in Indianapolis, but all of 
the little Hulkamaniacs had to be wondering if Hogan was showing them how to 
act after losing. Hogan cried like a baby, threw imposter ref Earl Hebner out of 
the ring, and continued to pout in an interview with Gene Okerlund. “The 
Hulkster’”’ is a very sore loser. 


Thumbs Down to Ken Mantell. Speaking of reprehensible decisions by federation 
presidents, Mantell may have totally destroyed the integrity of the World Class 
Texas tag title. In February, John Tatum and Jack Victory wrestled The Fantas- 
tics for the belts. Mantell ordered that there must be a winner, but when Bobby 
Fulton and Victory were counted out in the third fall, the match still hadn’t been 
decided. A fan was then called into the ring to cut a deck of cards. Victory and 
Tatum picked the high card and were given the title. This is no way for a title to 
be won! This is wrestling, not pinochle! 


Thumbs Down to Ivan Koloff. Despicable Soviet scum. That’s Ivan Koloff. On 
January 30 in Greensboro, North Carolina, The Road Warriors were involved in 
a strength competition with The Barbarian and The Warlord. As Animal pre- 
pared for a 600-pound benchpress, Ivan threw a box of chalk powder in Hawk’s 
face. A wild brawl ensued and Animal suffered a severe eye injury. Warlord, 
Barbarian, and manager Paul Jones must be faulted, but nothing would have 
happened if Ivan, who didn’t belong there in the first place, didn’t incite this 
dreadful riot. 


Thumbs Down to Bill Dundee. Boy, were we fooled! We thought Bill Dundee 
could be trusted this time. We thought he and Jerry Lawler had finally come to 
terms and would form an outstanding tag team for many years to come. Lawler 
and Dundee wrestled each other several times without incident. Then Dundee had 
to ruin it all by interfering in Lawler’s match against Jeff Jarrett and attacking 
both men. Once again, Dundee showed what kind of man he really is. His 
friendship is worthless. He deceived Lawler. He deceived Jarrett. Dundee can 
never be trusted again. O 
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SPORTS 
SERIES 


ee BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has thrilled wrestling 
fans for two generations, THE WRESTLER. Complete your collection of 
the most respected wrestling publication in the world today. Supplies are 

limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 


July 1979/Stories include; Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 


THE MATCH —_ THE GIANT 
SHOULON'T HAVE 


WRESTLED)” el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 


August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 


March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 


moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 


May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Piper, Rich, Martel. 


July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 


1S BAUNG GANMARTING SACRIFICING 
EG 05 SON ON THE ALTAR OF HATRED T soy me 


OUSTY RNDDES—ENMTE LADD'S # 
Om ROADBLOCK TO THE FANS 


prin Cid x Parmemeie 
“SUPERSTARS WI 


JUNE 1975 


June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ll, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

duly 1977/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
mairtino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


September 1979/Stories include: Su- 


perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 


Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 


October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 


entine, Santana, Muraco. 


PUL TOS AS VORKOME BTTACCS ereose 


~~ ANDRE he READY 
WRESTUNG? 


Sieve area's 
oie WEYAITY 


wine 
DECEMBER 1979 


December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar, 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include; Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Il. 


August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


a AME VOHTURA & ADONIS UP FOR SALET 


APRIL 1983 
April 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 
‘ June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
oa 1983/Stories include; Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 


resiler 


Ri Rick Steambea 
“HOW THE wa BELT 
STRANGLED WHESTLING’S 
GREATEST FRIENDSHIP 


JUNE 1982 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 
Au 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 


: NOVEMBER 1983 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
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JUNE 1984 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 

January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 


June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 


September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig, 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 
July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen, 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
lember 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
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SHER & VOLKOFF 
Are Tow Tough Foc 
WNOMAM 2 ROTUNDS, 


1S MAGNUM T.A_ TOO GOOD 
FOR Hts OWN GOOO? +> 


FEBRUARY 1988 


February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 


AUGUST 1985 Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 


nay 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, . 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. te) 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- i 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. . : 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, ys Nt 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. js 
March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
duly 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 
WILL TURN BAD IN 1988! 


Ws 
hens 


APRIL 1988 


mo si 


MAGRaAW DOORS RETURIE TO Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 


Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 


April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 


May 1988/Luger-Horsemen, Hogan, 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. JANUARY 1988 Flait-Hart, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
OOO 
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INTRODUCING 
SOLOMON GRUNDY 


Se THAT RIGHT thar,” said 
Solomon Grundy, a tear com- 
ing to the eye of this 6-foot tall, 465- 
pound mountain of a man. “That 
right thar is the Daniel Boone Na- 
tional Forest. My maw says my paw 
poked his head in thar one day and 
never came back. But when | got 
older and larned somethin’, | figured 
out for muhself that my paw was a 
womanizer.” 

So began the education of Grun- 
dy, now 26 years old and making his 
mark as one of the most popular 
wrestlers in World Class Champion- 
ship Wrestling. He’s already a star in 
the modern metropolis of Dallas, 
nearly 1,000 miles away from his little 
hometown of Salt Gum, Kentucky, 
just a few miles away from the edge 
of the Daniel Boone National Forest. 

“Ya see, | never left the farm 
much when | was a boy, and | al- 
ways thought the Forest was, you 
know, the way they talk about the 
Black Forest over in Germany,” 
Grundy explained. “But you know, 
they got towns and all that in the 
National Forest. It’s not like a big 
dark forest with bears and all that, 
although they got snakes, and a 
friend of mine once told me he saw 
some kind of prehistoric monster in 
there, like that thing in the movies 
from Bogey Creek.” 

Actually, tall tales such as that trav- i... 
eled quickly in Salt Gum, where —— SS 
most people work their farms and, A mountain of a man from the hill country. That’s Solomon 

(Continued on page 20) who is making it big—really big—in the World Class area. 


ae 
Kentucky farm boy 


Grundy, a 


The latest prospect to hit the World Class area is a 465-pound farmer 
boy from the little town of Salt Gum, Kentucky, who grew up 
wrestling hogs and plowing the fields—without a plow. From out of 
the shadows of the Daniel Boone National Forest comes Solomon Grundy! 
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THE WRESTLING MONTHLY 
DIFFERENT 


PUBLISHERS OF PRO 


Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick 
up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING! Now this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 
12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
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Grundy puts his opponent down with a 
weighty shoulderblock. Because of his size, 
Grundy is having trouble finding competi- 
tion. But he’s found a lot of fans. 

when Grundy was growing up, very 
few owned television sets. As Grun- 
dy said, his father ran off when he 
was young, leaving Solomon, his 
mother, two brothers, and three sis- 
ters to tend the farm. 

The Grundy family was so poor 
they couldn't even afford a plow. In- 
‘stead, they used Solomon who, by 
the time he was 14 years old, 
weighed nearly 300 pounds. 

“I had the strength of two mules,” 
said Grundy. “I used to be able to 
plow those fields all day, although it 
got a little messy after the cows 
came in from grazin’. After a few 
years of that kind of work, | got to 
workin’ barefoot, ‘cause | used to 
ruin my work boots, but | got to 
have the strength of three mules. 
Now, | got four, at least!” 
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INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 18) 


Grundy, his brothers, sisters, and 
his lonely mother, used to get up at 
4:30 a.m. each day. Grundy would 
work the fields. His sisters would 
milk the cows. His mother would 
collect eggs from the chickens and 
cook breakfast. And his brothers? 
“They were the laziest,” says Grun- 
dy. “I used to do all the work. That's 
how | got this strong. That, and 
wrestling the hogs. They used to 
make a real mess, so I’d slam ‘em in 
the mud and all that. | used to have 
a darned good time with them 
hogs.” 

One might conclude that Grundy 
saw wrestling on TV and used the 
hogs as substitute wrestling partners, 
but Grundy didn’t have a TV. His 
family couldn't afford one. “One 
day, ‘rasslin’ came to Corbin, which 
is about 20 miles from, here the way 
the crow flies,” Grundy remembers, 
“but we couldn't afford to go. I'd 
heard about all the ‘rasslin’ stars and 
| wanted to see how strong they 
were, but we had to stay home. | 
bet | coulda beaten any of ‘em.” 

The turning point in Grundy’s life 
came on his 25th birthday, when he 
decided to leave the security of the 
farm in Salt Gum and go out on his 
own. Grundy said goodbye to his 
family and hitched a ride on the 
back of a pickup truck. As it turned 
out, the truck was going to San An- 
tonio, Texas, where Grundy got off 
and looked for a job. 

“| ended up workin’ in a fillin’ 
station down there,” said Grundy, 
“That was easy work compared to 
the farm, though | messed up a time 
or two at the start. One time, some 
pretty lady drove up and asked me 
to look under her car to see if there 
was an oil leak or somethin’. | guess 
she wanted me to slide under the 
car, but instead | just lifted up the 
darn thing from the front. She was 
scared like a chicken on a choppin’ 
block and | got myself one chewin’ 
out from the boss.” 

One’ day, wrestler Tom Jones 


drove into the gas station and spot- 
ted Grundy. He was overwhelmed 
by Grundy’s size and talked him into 
taking wrestling lessons. “He was 
one of the biggest men I’ve ever 
seen,” said Jones, who is also a train- 
er at- the World Class wrestling 
school. “I knew we were only talk- 
ing about raw materials, but he defi- 
nitely seemed to have the tools.” 

In November 1987, Grundy made 
his pro debut in Dallas against Ice- 
man Parsons. Although Grundy ap- 
peared to have a tremendous size 
and strength advantage over the 250- 
pound Parsons, he was shocked 
when Iceman tossed him over the 
top rope. Grundy, who was awarded 
the match by disqualification, gained 
an immediate respect for wrestlers 
and continued to work at his new 
craft. 

Solomon gained national attention 
when he befriended Tommy Rogers 
and Bobby Fulton, The Fantastics. 
When World Class officials ordered 
a lumberjack match pitting The Fan- 
tastics against World Class Texas tag 
champs Jack Victory and John Ta- 
tum, Rogers and Fulton were asked 
to pick the lumberjacks. They chose 
only one man, Grundy, who helped 
them win the bout. 

Despite his popularity, Grundy has 
run into. problems in the World 
Class area. Quite simply, there’s no 
one big enough for him to wrestle. 
At press time, World Class officials 
were busily trying to sign some sup- 
erheavyweights for .him to wrestle. 
But size isn’t Grundy’s only asset. 
Although he has a lethal big splash, 
which he calls his “Kentucky flap- 
jack,” Grundy can also execute a 
fine flying elbowsmash and, occa- 
sionally, even a flying dropkick. 

“This* sure as heck beats slammin’ 
hogs and plowin’ fields,” said a smil- 
ing Grundy, “I’m just gonna keep on 
tryin’ to become a better wrestler 
while they find somebody to try and 
beat me. I’m happy as all heck to be 
here.” C) 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 


Q: It’s been a long time since you’ve 
donned the tights, but you’re sched- 


figure in the wrestling world. It is your rN Sadat et 
P : against The Britis logs an 

chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars _ Koko B. Ware at WrestleMania IV. 

as they answer the questions uppermost in It seems that this is a bit of a mis- 


match, because the Bulldogs and 
Koko B. Ware are three wrestlers 
while The Islanders and yourself are 
two wrestlers and a manager. Why 
are you doing it? Why are you tak- 
ing this risk? 

A: Why am I doing it? You’re asking 
me why I’m doing it? That’s very 
simple. The reason I’m getting in- 
volved in this six-man tag team 
match is to prove to everyone that 
The British Bulldogs are spreading a 
bunch of lies. They have the nerve 
to think I stole their dog, but I 
wouldn’t go near that mutt. 

Q: You’re denying that you played a 
part in the kidnapping of Matilda 
when everybody in the arena saw it 
and everybody who was watching on 
TV saw it, too? It was as plain as 
could be. The Islanders grabbed 
Matilda, ran down the runway, 
through the hallway, and out the 
door. It’s been documented. It’s on 
tape. 

A: I’m telling you that I didn’t do noth- 
ing with that dog. What I did was 
very simple. The dog was near the 
ring—which is against the rules, I 
might add. I took the dog away 
from the ring and took it out to the 
parking lot. When I got there, this 
mutt, this rabid, flea-infested mutt, 


the fans’ minds 
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BOBBY HEENAN 


LWAYS ONE OF the most controversial figures in wrestling, manager Bobby “The 
Brain”’ Heenan has recently become even more involved in several WWE scandals. It all 
started in January 1987 when Heenan took Andre the Giant into his camp and got him a match 
against World champion Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania III. Although Andre lost, the feud raged 
on. Last summer, Andre resurfaced with Heenan and demanded another match against Hogan. 
Meanwhile, Ted DiBiase was making his name known in the WWF and, in January, bought 
Andre’s contract from Heenan. The story of the Andre-Hogan rematch on February 5 is well- 
known, but think about this: It never would have happened if Heenan didn’t sell Andre’s con- 
tract to DiBiase. 

Heenan, known to-his enemies as “‘The Weasel,”’ has also gained a reputation as a dognapper. 
During a match against The British Bulldogs, Heenan and The Islanders abducted the Bulldogs’ 
mascot, Matilda, from ringside, The Bulldogs’ trusty dog has since been returned, but the feud is 

hotter than ever. The Bulldogs and Koko B. Ware were scheduled to wrestle The Islanders and 
Heenan at WrestleMania IV on March 27 in Adlantic City. 
Heenan spoke to a large gathering of reporters during a WrestleMania IV press conference at 
New York City’s Grand Hyatt Hotel on February 22. 


WrestleMania IV, he might wind up 
in a bag of Shake ’n’ Bake. 

Q: Hearing malicious talk like that, it’s 
hard to believe that you’re as inno- 
cent as you say you are. How can 
you sit there and talk like that? 

A: I’m telling you that I’m totally inno- 
cent, and so are The Islanders, of 
any dognapping. Listen, this is all I 
hear about anymore. Matilda this, 
Matilda that, who cares about the 
stupid dog? Isn’t it a shame? The 
poor doggy is sick? Well, I don’t 
give a damn about Matilda. That 
mutt tried to attack me! 

Q: Let’s get away from this dognapping 
business for a moment and talk 
about something a little more impor- 
tant. You’re right in the middle of 
the Andre-Hogan-DiBiase World ti- 
tle controversy and, in fact, none of 
this would’ve happened if you didn’t 
sell Andre the Giant’s contract to 
DiBiase. First of all, how much 
money did DiBiase pay you for 
Andre’s contract? 


ok 1 a - See 


Bobby Heenan rarely dons the tights (opposite page), but he’s planned on teaming with 
The Islanders (above) to wrestle The British Bulldogs and Koko B. Ware at WrestleMania IV. 


went to attack us, so we jumped 
into the limousine and left. 


Q: You’re saying that Matilda tried to 


attack you? That’s hard to believe. 
Matilda isn’t an attack dog. She’s 
simply The British Bulldogs’ mascot, 
and she’s only there for inspirational 
purposes. 


dog. That dog is an attack dog, and 
there’s no doubt about it. That mutt 
is rabid. He went for me, he tried to 
bite my leg. Now let me tell you 
something: I don’t like dogs, I don’t 
like cats, I just don’t like animals. 
And this is a warning for Koko B. 
Ware: If he brings that bird of his, 


A: Don’t tell me Matilda isn’t an attack Frankie or whatever, to ringside at 


: That’s none of your business. How 


much money I received from Ted 
DiBiase is my business. What I do 
with the money is my business. My 
relationship with Andre the Giant 
and Ted DiBiase is my business and 
it’s none of your business. 


; It’s very easy to say that, but the 


World championship is everybody’s 
business and you can’t ignore the 
fact that if you hadn’t sold the con- 
tract to DiBiase, you could be man- 
aging the World champion right 


ee a a 
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now, something you’ve always want- 
ed to do. Now you have the money 
but no championship .. . 

A: Which just suits me fine. If Hulk 
Hogan had accepted Ted DiBiase’s 
generous offer in the first place, then 
he’d at least be a rich man. But 
what does he have now? He has no 
title and he doesn’t have the money. 
All he has are these stupid little 
Hulkamaniacs who run around wav- 
ing their Hulk Hogan signs and go- 
ing crazy when the guy flexes a little 
muscle, but you tell me what that’s 
worth? The man is stupid. Hulk 
Hogan is a stupid man. He just 
didn’t know what was good for him 
and now he’s left with nothing at 
all. To tell you the truth, he’s getting 
what he deserves. 

: What are you talking about? 


_ 


Heenan’s hatred for Hulk Hogan goes back to at least 1982, when Hogan attacked “The 
Brain’’ during an AWA title match against Nick Bockwinkel (above). Heenan joins Andre the 
Giant at a press conference (bottom). Hogan slams Andre at WrestleMania Ill (opposite 
page). Heenan still insists that Andre pinned Hogan early in that match. 


Q 
A: I’m talking about WrestleMania III. 
Q 


You're still talking about WrestleMa- 
nia III? That’s ancient history. Cer- 
tainly, we’ve been through the tapes 
a million times and Andre and Ho- 
gan have met again since then. Why 
are you still harping on WrestleMa- 
nia III? 

Because Andre the Giant pinned 
Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania III, 
right in front of 93,000 fans and 
millions more around the world, and 


he was robbed by the referee, who 
was scared of ‘“‘Hulkamania.’’ An- 
dre had Hogan down on the mat. 
We all saw it. Hogan tried to pick 
up Andre for a bodyslam, but he 
couldn’t do it and he fell backwards. 
Andre fell on top of him, Hogan’s 
shoulders were clearly pinned to the 
mat, and the referee counted one- 
two-three. Everybody saw him come 
down with the three-count, but he 


didn’t have the guts to give Andre 
the belt. Like I said, they’re scared 
of “Hulkamania,”’ whatever that is. 


Q: I imagine you’re going to tell me 


that Andre pinned Hogan on The 
Main Event. 


A: He did. 

Q: How can you say that? 

A: Did the referee give the three-count? 
Q: Yes, but it was an imposter referee 


and Hogan lifted his shoulders off 


‘ 
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the mat at the two-count. The re- 

plays clearly show that Hogan lifted 

his shoulder in time. 

A: That might be so, but there’s anoth- 
er factor you don’t take into ac- 
count: Hulk Hogan is a very big 
man, even I’ll admit that, and he 
has very wide shoulders. Although I 
don’t deny that he lifted his shoulder 
off the mat, he didn’t lift his entire 
shoulder off the mat. He has very 
big shoulders, and from what I 
could tell, he still had part of his 
shoulder on the mat. The man was 
down for the count. He was beaten. 

Q: But even if Andre did beat Hogan, 

it really didn’t matter because he 

turned around and handed the belt 
to DiBiase, which, as Jack Tunney 
has already ruled, was in violation of 
the rules. The way I see it, the only 
one who came out of this with any- 
thing is you. DiBiase spent all his 
money and got nothing. Andre won 


the belt and then gave it away. Ho- Wrestling 83 


gan doesn’t have his title and he 


doesn’t have the money, although he Packed With Color Photos Of Wrestling Ss 


certainly has some self-respect. You ° ’ 
made out like a bandit. Biggest Stars! 

A: That’s right, and you know why? ' 
else. I’m smarter than all these idiots OR 


in this room right here. I’ve beaten 
everybody at their own game. [) 


_ it = Each month 

THE WRESTLER’S panel of experts 
will offer their candid opinions of one 
of wrestling’s stars. Whether an up-and- coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


ee 


Greg Gagne puts the sleeper on AWA World champion Curt Hennig. Controversy has surrounded almost every one of 
their title matches. Only a short time ago, Gagne and Hennig were the best of friends; now, they continue a feud started 
by their fathers more than 20 years ago. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“Lemme tell ya something about Greg 
Gagne, daddy, the man is not flamboy- 
ant, but he somehow manages to get the 
job done. He’s not flashy like the Captain, 
but he just gets into that ring and wres- 
tles his heart out. The man has great 
scientific ability, but there’s a good reason 
why he can’t win the AWA World title: no 
killer instinct. Look at him! He looks like 
Howdy Doody! | wouldn’t mind toughen- 
ing him up a bit! 


(i eS ea 
Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The 
Guiding Light,” has guided 13 tag teams to 
an unmatched 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. 


LARRY HENNIG 

“Well whaddya know, it’s Verne Gagne’s 
little boy we're talking about this month. 
Let me tell ya something, it would take an 
X-ray to see little Greggy when he’s hid- 
ing behind his daddy! I’ve never seen a 
more disgraceful excuse for a wrestler in 
my entire life. The man has the moves 
down pat, but he doesn’t have it inside. 
He doesn’t have what it takes to beat a 
Hennig. My boy Curt has already taught 
him a lesson or two, and there’s more to 
come.” 

————EEe—SE——————EEEE——— ES 
Larry “The Ax'' Hennig is a four-time for- 
mer AWA World tag team champion; he 
held three of those titles with Harley Race. 


a 
KILLER KOWALSKI 

“Greg Gagne’s biggest mistake was be- 
coming a professional. He was fine as an 
amateur, he knows all the moves, he has 
great athletic ability, but the man can't 
wrestle in the gutter. That’s why he can’t 
beat Hennig and that’s also why Hennig 
is so much better than he used to be. 
Hennig learned that ya gotta be willing to 
bleed a little in this sport. This ain't 
checkers, it's wrestling, a man’s sport, 
and | don’t think Gagne is a real man.” 


SS SS 
Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic 
rulebreakers in the sport's history, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

‘| like Greg. | liked his father—certainly 
Verne was one of the best wrestlers of all 
time—and although | don’t think Greg is 
nearly as good, he’s still a very capable 
wrestler. First of all, he always comes into 
the ring prepared, which is very important 
when you're wrestling a man like Curt 
Hennig, who also is very skilled. They say 
Greg can’t beat Curt, but he pinned him 
in Minneapolis, and | think he can pin 
him again.” 


SSS ESS —E SSE 
Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six 


times during his fabulous 50-year career. 
Many consider him the greatest all-round 
wrestler in history. 


PROF. TORU TANAKA 

“Greg Gagne is, how you Americans say, 
typical goody-two-shoes wrestler. He pay 
much too much attention to fans and 
hides behind his daddy all the time. 
Verne Gagne was great wrestler. He held 
mary AWA World championships, but his 
son is not chip off old block. He is dis- 
grace because ‘he cannot beat family’s 
enemy. In my country, he would be sent 
away from family until he come back and 
show he can beat enemy. Until then, he 
must hide his head in disgrace.” 


(Se eee 
Prof. Tanaka, a three-time co-holder of the 


WWF World tag team title with Mr. Fuji, is 
currently a successful actor. 


ia 


JACK BRISCO 

“One of the things about the AWA is that, 
unlike the WWF or the NWA, scientific 
ability usually wins out over brawling and 
rulebreaking. | know Hennig didn’t win 
anything until he changed his style, but 
he’s basically an outstanding scientific 
wrestler. Greg is good, but | think Curt 
has an edge in that department. Greg’s 
going to have to come up with something 
different that Curt has never seen if he’s 
going to win the title.” 


Sa EEE 
Jack Brisco is a two-time former NWA 


World champion, and a three-time former 
NWA World tag team champion with broth- 
er Jerry. 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eusishea nonin) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
Stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 
issue’s “Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
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“Anything Martel Can Do, | Can Do Better” 


WHY TOM ZENK MUST WIN 
THE AWA WORLD TITLE 


As one-half of The Can-Am Connection in the WWF, Tom Zenk was forced 
to take a back seat to the more experienced Rick Martel. Now that he’s in 
the AWA, Zenk is out to prove that he’s just as good as his former partner 

by winning the World title—just as Martel did! 


OM ZENK IS smiling again, 

something that couldn’t be said 
about the handsome young Minnesota 
native last summer. His walk is brisk 
and he struts down the streets of Min- 
neapolis with his head held high. “It's 
pretty hard to grow,” said Zenk, “when 
you're constantly in someone else’s 
shadow. I feel like ve been given a 
second chance in this sport. I'm free, 
man!” 

Last year at this time, Zenk was a 
member of the most popular, and, ar- 
suably, the most talented tag team in 
the WWF. Zenk and Rick Martel, The 
Can-Am Connection, were adored by 
female fans, idolized by male fans, and 
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Tom Zenk, out to make a big name for 
himself after leaving the WWF, wins a test 
of strength with veteran Billy Robinson. 


Photos by Bruce Krietzman 


were taking dead aim at WWF World 
tag team champions The Hart Founda- 
tion. Success appeared well within their 
reach. 

But the Can-Ams fell short. 

Before long, the labels started to 
haunt them. Critics called the Can-Ams 
overrated; many of their fans called 
them underachievers. But it wasn’t the 
Can-Ams’ inability to win the belts that 
haunted Zenk. 

“What really rubbed me the wrong 
way,” said Zenk, “is that I always had 
to take the blame. Everybody said, 
‘Well, Martel was AWA champion and 
he’s had the WWF tag belts, so it 
must be Zenk’s fault. He doesn’t have 
the experience and he’s slowing them 
down,’ 

“Well, let me tell you something,” 
Zenk continued. “Nothing could be 
further from the truth. When we won, 
it always seemed like I was in the ring 
for most of the match setting up the 
pin, doing all the hard work, and Mar- 
tel finished off the match. And when 
we lost, everybody always pointed at 
me. Even Martel. That’s why I left.” 

Zenk’s sudden disappearance from 
the WWF last June took even Martel 
by surprise. Martel claimed that he had 
no idea where Zenk went or why he 
left, but Zenk says otherwise. 

‘T told him, ‘Listen Rick, this just 
isn’t working. You're constantly trying 
to overshadow me.’ You know, at the 
start, up in Canada, he helped me a 
lot. But when we went to the WWF, 
he got consumed by his stardom. He 
wanted to be the star. I was, supposed 
to just back him up. Well, it couldn’t 
be that way.” 

Zenk was further angered when 
many people suggested that his leaving 
the WWF was the best thing that 
could have happened to Martel. Ac- 
cording to this school of thought, Mar- 
tel was getting bogged down because 
he had to spend too much time teach- 
ing the relatively inexperienced Zenk, 
and not enough time working on im- 
proving his own wrestling skills and 
devising match strategies. 

Then came the ultimate insult. 

On October 27 in Syracuse, New 
York, Strike Force—the team Martel 
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Zenk, who has recently been concentrating 
on his strength training, is primed to break 
Robinson’s full-nelson. 

formed with new partner Tito San- 
tana—defeated The Hart Foundation 
for the WWF tag team championship. 
The evidence was in: Zenk leaving was 
the best thing that ever happened to 
Martel. Zenk was holding back The 
Can-Am Connection. 

“That's what everybody was saying,” 
said Zenk, “and I couldn’t believe it. A 
couple of days later, I contacted [AWA 
President] Stanley Blackbum. I just 
had to get back into the mainstream. 
If you want to know the truth, though, 
there was another reason why I wanted 
to come to the AWA.” 

That reason is rather easy to sur- 
mise. On May 13, 1984, Martel defeat- 
ed Jumbo Tsuruta in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, to win the AWA World 
heavyweight championship. Martel held 
the belt until December 29, 1985, the 
third-longest AWA title reign ever (be- 
hind Verne Gagne and Nick Bock- 
winkel), and is exceedingly proud of 
his record. Too proud, according to 
Zenk. 

“Its all I ever heard about,” Zenk 
said. “Now, I admit that he has every 
right to be proud of being a world 
champion. It’s what we all strive for. 


Zenk chinlocks Robinson, who poses a se- 
vere test of his scientific abilities. A win 
over Robinson would move Zenk closer to a 
shot at AWA World champion Curt Hennig. 


But Martel had an air of superiority 
about him that made me feel like I was 
a second-class citizen. Well, I want to 
show him that if he can win the title, I 
can, too. It’s the only way I can prove 
to everyone that I’m at least the equal 
of Martel, if not better. And I think I’m 
better.” 

Zenk has, in fact, staked his career 
on winning the AWA World title from 
current champion Curt Hennig. Imme- 
diately after signing the contract with 
the AWA, Zenk began watching tapes 
of every one of Hennig’s title matches, 
especially those against archrival Greg 
Gagne. His training has been specifical- 
ly geared toward beating Hennig. 


As a member of The Can-Am Connection, 
Zenk locks up with Jim Brunzell as Rick 
Martel waits for the tag. The Connection 
never connected with the WWF tag team 
title, and Zenk took a lot of the blame. 


Zenk, an outstanding aerial wrestler, 
has worked hard on his “ground 
game.” 

“That means I can beat Hennig up 
high, but when the match gets in 
close, it’s hard for me to use an aerial 
attack,” explained Zenk. “Hennig has a 
reputation as a rulebreaker, but any- 
body who’s seen his early matches 
knows that the man is one of the best 
scientific wrestlers in the sport. If I'm 
going to beat him, Im going to have 
to attack him high and low.” 


Zenk gained invaluable experience 
for Hennig in a February 4 match 
against former AWA World tag team 
champion Billy Robinson, a technical 
master who hasn't lost his scientific 
abilities with age. Zenk wrestled Robin- 
son to a 15-minute draw, but later 
admitted that he was more concerned 
with learning from Robinson than 
beating him. 

“The goal is Hennig, and I want to 
learn as much as I can before I wrestle 
him,” said Zenk. “I have something to 
prove. When I win that World title, I 
hope Martel is watching. 

“I hope he realizes what a mistake 
he made.” O 
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When Fritz Von Erich became the victim of a brutal 
quadruple-teaming, his sons rallied to his rescue. 
And though Angel of Death, Buddy Roberts, and Iceman 
Parsons were all in on the brutality, it appears that 
Terry Gordy will have to bear the brunt of Kerry Von 


ANS WHO THINK Kerry Von 

Erich is incapable of deep-seat- 
ed anger didn’t attend last month's 
World Class card at the Dallas 
Sportatorium. Von Erich ripped into 
Terry Gordy with a vengeance that 
rocked the arena and sent The Fab- 
ulous Freebird reeling back to the 
dressing room. 

Von Erich, who appeared fully 
recovered from his motorcycle acci- 
dent, is intent on fulfilling his prom- 
ise to send Gordy and Buddy Rob- 
erts to the same hospital they sent 
his father just months ago. 

In a brutal incident last Christmas 
night, Iceman Parsons, Gordy, Rob- 
erts, and Angel of Death quadruple- 
teamed the elder Von Erich, hand- 
cuffed him to the ring ropes, and 
beat him mercilessly. Unable to 
walk, Von Erich had to be assisted 
from the ring by his sons. He col- 
lapsed on the way to the dressing 
room and was rushed to Baylor 
Medical Center. 

Although he was scheduled that 
night for a World Class title match, 
Kerry Von Erich accompanied his 
father to the hospital. He returned 
to the arena later that evening and 
was pinned by World Class champi- 
on Al Perez. 

Through nearly a decade of well- 
documented tragedy, including the 


Erich’s anger! 


Will 


Terry 
Gordy 


Survive... 


Kerry Von Erich takes care of Freebird Terry 
Gordy with his fists (above) and his claw- 
hold (opposite page). 


death of three brothers and a rash 
of career-threatening injuries, the 
Von Erichs have had no choice but 
to prioritize their lives. Family be- 
came the essential ingredient, their 
motivating force. All other things, 
including titles and belts, have tak- 
en a back seat—although to listen 
to Kerry these days is to hear a 
man consumed by rage and 
revenge. 

“I'm fed up at people taking pot- 
shots at us,” he says. “It’s one thing 
to be attacked in the media. We've 
all grown accustomed to the 
rantings of cowards like The Free- 
birds and Gary Hart. That garbage 
just rolls off our backs. But when 
cowards draw their fists, | get mad. 
I draw the line at four wrestlers 
who gang up on a man handcuffed 
to the ropes.” 

Note that Kerry did not describe 
his father as someone who is inca- 
pable of defending himself. Certain- 
ly, a beating administered to his fa- 
ther individually by Gordy, Roberts, 
Angel, or Parsons would rile Kerry, 
but he would have no choice but to 
accept it as part of the game. 

“Dad is no rookie,” he says. “He 
knows the risks of getting involved. 
When he agreed to be handcuffed 
to Gary Hart, he realized the poten- 

(Continued on page 54) 


KERRY VON ERICH’S 
DAY OF RAGE! 
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Ted DiBiase spent huge amounts of money to buy 

__ the contract of Andre the Giant and to have referee 

Earl Hebner take the place of his twin brother, 

David, and then to buy the belt from Andre. But 

_after spending so much, the WWF World title was 
declared vacant and DiBiase had nothing to — 

show for his greedy efforts! 


Money For 


Hulk Hogan is stunned when he sees two referees and wonders which one cost him the 
WWF World title (above). Meanwhile, Ted DiBiase leaves the ring-as champion—or so he 


thinks (left). Days later, the championship would be declared vacant, rendering DiBiase’s 
efforts to buy the title meaningless. 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
HE NORTH SHORE of Long 
Island is lined with spacious brick 
mansions. Built in the early 1900s on 
sprawling acres of green grass and 
slight rolling hills, these magnificent es- 
tates overlook The Long Island Sound; 
on a clear day, one even has a view of 
southern Connecticut. It’s known as 
The Gold Coast. Some of the richest 

men in the world live there. 

One of those men is Albert J. Al- 
fred, a 79-year-old president of one of 
the largest investment brokerages in 
New York City, a man who made his 
fortune in the late 1920s at the age of 
18, when the stock market went bust 
and blue-chip stocks could be had for 
pennies. Alfred has lost two wives, a 
daughter, and several champion show 
dogs; he’s never lost his money. 

“And,” pronounces Alfred in a 
powerful voice that belies his age, “‘I 
never will. I have learned through the 
years to invest smartly and always 
think ahead. You must ask questions 
at every step of the equation. You can- 
not discount any possibility, because it 
will eat you up. I am almost 80 years 
old, and the value of my assets has 


increased every year since I was 18. 
That, my friend, is no accident.” 
Alfred invited me to his home for 
lunch because, as he readily admits, he 
is one of the most avid wrestling fans 
in the world. When wrestling went 
through a boom period in the 1950s, 
Alfred had already been following the 
sport for 15 years. When it went 
through a down period in the early 
1960s, Alfred was still there. ‘In fact,’’ 
says Alfred with a smile, ‘‘wrestling in 
the early ’60s is probably the only 
down thing I’ve ever stayed with.” 
As an avid wrestling fan and suc- 
cessful investment broker, Alfred has 
taken particular interest in the current 
goings-on in the WWF. Like so many 
other wrestling fans, he watched in 
shock on February 5 as Andre the Gi- 
ant won a controversial pinfall over 
Hulk Hogan for the WWF World ti- 
tle—then handed the belt over to Ted 
DiBiase. Days later, he laughed with 
disdain along with so many other fans 
as WWF President Jack Tunney took 
the belt away from DiBiase and or- 
dered a title tournament at WrestleMa- 
nia IV. 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Nikita Koloff’s 


Anti-Drug Campaign: 
JUST SAY NYET! 


Nikita Koloff has faced his share of powerful enemies in the wrestling 
ring. Now he’s preparing to square off against the most formidable 


IGHT A.M. IS not an active 

hour for the student body of 
Andrew Jackson High School. Hall- 
ways fill with sluggish bodies, some 
drifting, a few talking, most slink- 
ing like zombies from homeroom 
toward first-period classes. 

Today is an exception. By 7:30, 
the entire 1,200-member student 
body, bright-eyed and enthusiastic, 
is lined up outside the auditorium 
doors. Everyone is anxious to get 
the best possible seat for this 
morning’s special assembly. Teach- 
ers stare in genuine amazement. 

‘Who is here?’’ asks one social 
studies teacher. ‘‘Whitesnake? Tif- 
fany? Someone without any re- 
deeming social value whatsoever 
must be here to get these kids 
aroused so early.” 

The teacher, a 22-year veteran of 
high school cynicism, is wrong. As 
the teacher spoke, this morning's 
special guest was driving from his 
first speaking engagement, a 6:30 
a.m. breakfast meeting at a neigh- 
boring junior high school. And there 
would be eight more appointments 
following his talk at Andrew Jack- 
son, the last one taking place at 
10:45 p.m. in a state 400 miles 
away. 

The social studies teacher would 
be further interested to know that 
the guest speaker, motivated not by 
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enemy of all: drug abuse! 


money (he is not being paid for his 
talks) or patriotism (he is not a 
U.S. citizen), took a two-month 
leave of absence from his full-time 
profession to complete this speak- 
ing tour of the country’s schools 
and workplaces. His concern was 
borne from a personal tragedy suf- 
fered years earlier and a deep-root- 
ed fear that there is a pervasive 
menace on the loose threatening 
the youth of his adopted country as 
never before. 

He is Nikita Koloff. And wherever 
he goes, the message is delivered 
with the same thundering intensity 
of a forearm smash: Say No To 
Drugs! 

Koloff is met at the school door- 
way by the principal and an attend- 
ance officer. ‘‘Mr. Koloff,’’ the at- 
tendance officer says, ‘‘so far as | 
can tell, only three students are ab- 
sent today. | cannot tell you what a 
remarkable phenomenon that is.”’ 

“Perhaps,’’ laughs the principal, 
“you'd consider a full-time job?” 

Koloff acknowledges it all—the 
compliment, the offer, the hand- 
shakes—with a grunt. ‘‘Where is 
auditorium?’’ he demands. ‘“‘l’m 
very busy. | must speak to the 
children.” 

He is led backstage where two 
assistants assemble the equipment 
for his presentation. Although never 


As Nikita Koloff becomes more schooled in’ 
the American way of life, he feels confident 
in taking his anti-drug message to the youth 
of his adopted country. 
schooled in the art of public speak- 
ing, Koloff keeps his audiences 
spellbound through his lecture, as 
the children will soon discover. 
The curtain is raised and the 
children are silent. A film clip be- 
gins. We recognize the teenaged 
Nikita and some friends wrestling 
in a large backyard expanse. Nikita, 
as one expects, overshadows his 
playmates—until another boy en- 
ters the picture. He is bigger than 
Nikita, more muscular and ex- 
tremely agile. He picks Nikita up 
and tosses him over his head. The 
rest of the children laugh. The 
movie fades. The lights go on. Ko- 
loff addresses the assembly. 
*“‘Many of you know who | am.” 
It is not a question, and cheers and 
applause quickly fills the auditori- 
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Koloff bridges up on Ric Flair (top) and hits the gym for a workout (top center), all before 
embarking on his “Just Say Nyet” tour (above). When Koloff’s best friend in Russia died of 
drug abuse, he realized how important the fight against drugs is. 


um. Koloff motions for silence and 
continues. ‘‘Do any of you recog- 
nize the boy in the movies with 
me?’’ There is no response. ‘‘He 
was my best friend, Vladimir 
Postrivenko, the greatest athlete in 
all of Moscow. He could beat me in 
a wrestling match with one hand 
tied behind his back, which he did 
quite often. We expected him to go 
to the Olympics. 

“Here is my friend five years lat- 
er.’ The lights dim and a bright- 
ness fills the screen. The facade of 
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a hospital fades into a stark white 
room. Koloff’s friend, recognizable 
only because of the name tag on 
his hospital robe, lies rigid in bed. 
He weighs perhaps 95 pounds. 
There follows an incredible mon- 
tage of photographs, juxtoposing 
Viadimir at different stages of his 
life. Vladimir in competition, tall 
and muscular; Vladimir in a clinic, 
emaciated, his arms filled with hy- 
podermic needle marks. This con- 
tinues for some moments until the 
lights go back on. 


“Today my friend is dead,’’ Ko- 
loff says. ‘‘He died in Moscow. He 
was like a bum in the streets be- 
cause someone gave him drugs 
when he was in school.”’ 

Koloff’s point has been ham- 
mered home with amazing clarity. 
The rest of his speech, emphasiz- 
ing the senselessness and inevita- 
ble danger of drugs, these kids 
have heard a hundred times. But 
the image in the film of an emaci- 
ated Vladimir lying face down in a 
pool of his own vomit will linger in 
their minds forever. 

During a question-and-answer 
period, one student asked Koloff 
what he did to help during his 
friend’s addiciton. ‘‘l was very 
ashamed,”’ he says bowing his 
head. ‘‘But | could not understand 
how my friend got involved with 
drugs. | did not know how to help 
or what to do. In Russia, there are 
not as many places as in United 
States for young people to go to get 
the help that they need. They keep 
problem very much a secret. 

“In my time here in America, | 
see many, many young people in 
trouble with drugs. Some even offer 
drugs to me, as vehicle of friend- 
ship. These people are sick people. 
They do nobody any good. They of- 
fer nothing but death.”’ 

Koloff signs autographs for 20 
minutes, each autograph punctuat- 
ed by the quickly scrawled phrase 
“Just say nyet!’ a clever Russian- 
ization of First Lady Nancy Rea- 
gan’s ‘‘Just say no!’’ message. 

Koloff believes in as much per- 
sonal contact as possible. “‘A hug 
or a handshake is better than a 
pamphlet. This is hard time we live 
in, hard time to be growing up in. 
Children need all help we can give 
them.” Koloff then gets up to 
leave; the next school is an hour 
away. The tireless grappler knows 
that he is but one man in a wide 
campaign to fight drugs. He knows 
that this is one opponent he cannot 
vanquish in a bearhug, that he can- 
not extend to the time limit. 

But he will do his best to try.C 
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A Kathy Gagne tells everyone to hold still as she focuses 
the camera during an AWA television taping. Gagne is ee 
daughter of AWA legend Veme Gagne. 


| 


A Madusa Miceli seems perplexed at what she's seeing in 4 Former football great Lyle Alzado and “Dr. Death” Steve William: 
a Japanese wrestling magazine. She’s probably wondering —_ horse around on the set of Learning the Ropes, a new TV shov 
why they are no photos of Kevin Kelly, either. starring Alzado and featuring Williams and several NWA stars. 
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“Kerry and Kevin Von Erich greet a fan during their ‘Von Erichs 
Over America’ tour. The Von Erichs have always been active in 
various youth organizations in their home state of Texas. 


can his grip tum an opponent to ice? The young grappler was 
clowning around at New York’s “Cat Club.” 


ATo prove that he has friends in the entertainment industry, Jim Comette / “Sy eee y A, <4 
sent us this photo of him with Maurice White and Philip Bailey of Earth, Wind, Ae 1 aS 
& Fire. Okay, Jim, we believe you now. isa 5 — 


Dees gages 7 Bite. ie 
A Eddie Gilbert tries to decide which film he'll watch. As much 


as he likes movies, though, Gilbert says he uses his VCR primari- 
ly for studying opponents’ matches. : 


<i Missy Hyatt shares a joke with Stan Lane of The Midnight 
Express. While Lane continues a successful partnership with 
Bobby Eaton, Hyatt ponders several career options. 


The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated. December 1987, 
this 100-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

® The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PWI/ Years 

@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWI Years 

®@ The PW/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue comes around only once in a 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 
i Make check or money order rable 
Jand send to: ceo. 
| TV SPORTS 
| BOX 48 oS a < 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me ———— copies of the 
100th edition of Pro Wrestling ‘lustrated 
| enclose $5.00 for each copy | am ordering. 
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Oe 


44 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


(Continued from page 10) 


tum forced Hennig to fly into the 
cage, opening up a severe cut on 
his forehead. 

Gagne tried to end the match 
by applying a sleeperhold. In a 
desperate move, Hennig kicked at 
Nomellini. The move forced 
Gagne to break the hold, after 
which Hennig regained the advan- 
tage by ramming Gagne into the 
cage. 

Hennig’s_ reservations about 
Nomellini were confirmed when 
the official—frustrated with 
Hennig’s tactics—took matters in 
his own hands by _ grabbing 


te eri 


Nasty Boys ... Ray Stevens 
pinned Soldat Ustinov ... Billy 
Robinson drew with Tom Zenk 
. Bruiser beat Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie by disqualification. 


Lansing, MI (Correspondent— 
Boomer Star): |t was Greg “The 
Hammer” Valentine squaring off 
against Brutus “The Barber” 
Beefcake in a battle of ex-part- 
ners. The action was fast and 
furious as each man pounded 
away, trying to end the other’s ca- 
reer and gain revenge for their 
rivalry of the past year. It looked 


Brutus Beefcake staggers ‘one a a Greg Valentine blow. Their rivalry continnee in Lansing, 
‘Michigan, where Valentine’s manager, Jimmy Hart, interfered several times. 


Hennig and hitting him with a 
shoulderblock. Gagne dropkicked 
the stunned’ Hennig and covered 
him for the three-count. 

Though the match was original- 
ly billed as an ‘““AWA World title 
bout,” AWA President Stanley 
Blackburn announced that he was 
not able to sanction a title match 
in a cage as the proper papers 
did not reach his office in time. As 
a result, Gagne’s pinfall victory 
did not merit the World title. 

In other bouts: The Midnight 
Rockers defeated Kevin Kelly & 
Ninja Go ... Wahoo McDaniel & 
Baron Von Raschke beat The 


as if “The Barber’ would submit 
when “The Hammer” placed him 
in a figure-four leglock, but Beef- 
cake was able to reach the ropes 
and break the hold. Beefcake 
came back strong, nearly pinning 
Valentine several times, but his 
concentration was broken by Jim- 
my Hart as “The Hammer” went 
on to claim the victory. 

In other bouts: Sika defeated 
Jerry Allen ... Outback Jack beat 
Brian Costello The Young 
Stallions defeated The Alaskans 
... Jake Roberts and Rick Rude 
were both disqualified ... Sherri 
Martel defeated Rockin’ Robin.C 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 8) 


Morton and ran back to the dress- 
ing room just as Calhoun retumed 
to the ring and made the three- 
count. 


The AWA allows for a videotape | 


review of controversial title match- 
es, but it appears that this decision 
will stand. 

All but one World Wrestling 
Council men’s title changed hands 
during February. Hercules Ayala 
defeated Carlos Colon for the Uni- 
versal title on February 13 in Puer- 
to Rico after Ayala’s manager, 
Chicky Starr, handed him a foreign 
object; Colon held the belt since 
September 20, 1987. Bobby Jaggers 
and his partner “Dandy” Don 
Crawford won the Caribbean tag 
belts from Chris and Mark Young- 
blood; and Abdullah the Butcher 
defeated Miguel Perez Jr. for the 
North American title, but Perez 
bounced back to defeat Kareem 
Muhammad for the Puerto Rican 


championship. 
Dale Mann is the heavyweight 
champion of Mid-Continental 


wrestling, an independent group 
operating in Kentucky. Mann is 
feuding with Danny Fargo, Sheik 
Ali Siktar, and Mike Doggandorf. 
He recently retuned from a tour 
of South Africa, where he de- 
fended his belt against South Afn- 
can champion Ironman ... Mike 
George will defend his World 
Wrestling Alliance title against TV 
champ Masa Chono ... The Cham- 
pionship Wrestling Alliance (for- 
merly Mid-Southern) will air its TV 
show on the Financial News Net- 
work beginning in April. FNN is 
available on most basic cable 
systems. 

Andre the Giant tried to give the 
WWF World title to Ted DiBiase 
but was stopped by federation 
President Jack Tunney. Now, over 
in the NWA, Mike Rotundo has giv- 
en his Florida belt to Rick Steiner. 
When Kevin Sullivan, leader of 
“The Varsity Club,” said on TV : 
that Rotundo was his favorite wres- 
tler, Steiner responded, “Why is 
Mike your favorite?” Sullivan, ever 


David Crockett interviews Kevin Sullivan and “Varsity Club’ members Mike Rotundo, the- 


TV champion, and Rick Steiner, who was given Rotundo’s Florida belt to defend. 


the politican, said, “I won’t give 
you everything you want, but I'll 
give you everything you need.” 
Sullivan then ordered Rotundo to 
give Steiner the Florida belt and 
told Steiner, ‘Don’t lose it.” Steiner 
will only defend the belt for Rotun- 
do, who’s also the NWA TV cham- 
pion. NWA officials are looking at 
the situation closely to determine a 
ruling on this issue. 

Michael Hayes tumed some 
heads during a World Class card 
in Dallas. Hayes, who until recently 
wrestled in the NWA while his for- 
mer Fabulous Freebird partners 
Terry Gordy and Buddy Roberts 
formed an alliance with Iceman 
Parsons and Angel of Death, was in 
town to promote a March 4 stop 
on his Badstreet Band concert 
tour. Hayes entered the ring to 
greet the crowd and told the fans 
that he no longer has differences 
with the Von Erichs, his longtime 
enemies. Hayes also said that he 
doesn’t mind if Roberts and Gordy 
are friends with Parsons, but An- 
gel of Death is another story. 

Hayes and the Angel had sever- 
al confrontations in the UWF last 
year when Angel was supposedly 
The Freebirds’ bodguard. But An- 
gel attacked Hayes during a match 
and it was later discovered that 
Angel was working for Gen 
Skandor Akbar. Angel was also 
managed by Parsons in 1987, and 
was even Hayes’ protege at one 
point. The bad blood still remains, 
and it’s hard to say what might 
happen next. 

Tom Zenk, who was readying 
himself for a challenge to Curt 
Hennig’s AWA World title, has left 
the AWA for undisclosed reasons 
... Doug Furmas suffered a mild 
concussion and required 28 stitch- 
es as the result of a stretcher 
match against Southeast Continen- 
tal champion Lord Humongous. By 
the way, see “Ratings Analysis” on 
page 66 for complete details on 


Continental’s split into two 
federations. 

And that’s what's happening. 
See you at the matches! O 
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Having thrown this tastiest of 
news morsels to the reporters, Flair 
shrugged off the trainer, wiped away 
the blood, stood up, and walked 
away. “No more questions,” he said 
among shouts of protest from the at- 
tending scribes before disappearing 
into the trainer’s room. One reporter 
tried to chase after Flair but was 
stopped by a hulking security guard. 

“He just dropped a bomb,” said 
the reporter, “and nobody got to 
hear the explosion!” 

Flair, of course, could have been 
speaking out of frustration. He had 
just come out the winner in an in- 
credible battle against Sting, but vic- 
tory was anything but easy. Midway 
through the match, Flair was blood- 
ied when Sting bashed his head into 
the ringpost. “The Nature Boy” got 


weaker as the match drew on, while — 


the youthful Sting grew stronger. 

When referee Tommy Young was 
knocked out in a collision with the 
champion, Sting covered Flair for a 
pin. Seizing the moment, manager 
J.J. Dillon ran into the ring and 
smashed Sting in the head with his 
shoe. Dillon then put Flair on top of 
a stunned Sting and ran out of the 
ring just as Young regained con- 
sciousness and made the three- 
count. 

It was, in every way, a typical 
Sting-Flair battle. Early in their feud, 
Flair handled Sting easily. With each 
match, however, Sting has gained 
confidence and valuable experience 
in championship situations. 

Then came The Party. 

In late January, the Horsemen 
honored Flair with a black-tie cele- 
bration during a card in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. After finishing his 
match, Sting challenged Flair, but 
ended up getting attacked by the 
Horsemen. Flair later accused Sting 
of ruining his party and challenged 
him to a series of matches. But Sting 
has been the aggressor in every one 
of their meetings since then and has 
(Continued on page 50) 
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STING VS. FLAIR 


(Continued from page 35) 


The bloodied champion elbowsmashes Sting (above), who retaliates with his most effective 
hold, the ‘“‘scorpion leglock’’ (below). Flair’s suggestion that Sting may become a Horseman 


has set off a wave of speculation among reporters, some of whom have learned that J.J. 
Dillon definitely does not want Sting to join the group. 
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June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP;: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco, 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling li, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 
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OCTOBER 1984 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A, Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 


pune 1985/COLOR eee Barry Wind- 
am. — Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 

Von Erich, T.A. - 

duly 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 

ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 

Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports, 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura, Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
Print 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

i 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors ys. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 
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HULKAMANIA 
IS DEAD! 

WAT Wrestheitania 2 
Make it Live Again? 


JUNE 1986 


woe yee PINUP: Kevin Von 
fich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. a 


duly 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 


Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 


Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


BACK ISSUES 0 yy EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP; Lex rr, 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Gan-Ams, Warriors, 
Freebirds, Hall. 

July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 

August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious, Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP; Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF, 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Fiair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
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magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 


full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice. Order your 


Make check or money order payable 


STING VS. FLAIR 


(Continued from page 48) 


J.J. Dillon smacks Sting with his shoe. Dil- 
lon apparently feels that he must interfere 
to save Fiair’s title, although Flair insists he 
doesn’t need the help. If Sting becomes a 
Horseman, Flair’s belt will be in considera- 
bly less danger of being taken from him. 

come very close to winning the title. 

So close, in fact, that, according to 
a source close to the Horsemen, Flair 
approached Dillon about the possi- 
bility of asking Sting to join the 
Horsemen. A copy of an inter-Horse- 

men memorandum from Flair to Dil- 
lon was obtained by The Wrestler. It 
read, in part, as follows: 

I respectfully submit a proposal to 
draft Sting as the fourth member of 
the Horsemen. Last year, when Lex 
Luger was brought in, the idea was 
to add to our group a young, muscu- 
lar athlete with great potential. Al- 
though the Luger project eventually 
failed, I believe we should follow the 
same guidelines in our search for a 
fourth Horseman. On several occa- 
sions, Sting has come close to beat- 
ing me by pinfall. It would benefit 
both myself in the short run, because 
we would eliminate one of my top 


- challengers, and the Horsemen in 


the long run, because I believe Sting 
is a future superstar—if not one al- 
ready—who could be further im- 
proved and cultivated by our 
training. 

Dillon, however, turned down 
Flair’s proposal, apparently because 
he feared a repeat of the Luger di- 
saster. “There is no reason to make a 


hasty decision and sign somebody 
just because we're called The Four 
Horsemen,” Dillon has told report- 
ers. “The Four Horsemen can sur- 
vive very well with three wrestlers 
and myself. We do not wish to take 
on another Ole Anderson or Lex 
Luger, who will use us for his own 
good and have no concern for the 
group as a whole.” 

Upon further investigation, it was 
learned that Flair and Dillon had 
heated words over the proposal and 
finally decided to approach the other 
two Horsemen, Arn Anderson and 
Tully Blanchard, to settle the dispute. 
Arn and Tully, however, were also 
split on the matter, although it hasn’t 
been learned who wanted Sting and 
who opposed him. 

This rift doesn’t threaten the fu- 
ture of the Horsemen, but it does 
raise some interesting questions. The 
Horsemen have always put protect- 
ing Flair’s title as a top priority. 
When Luger was signed last year, 
many experts felt it was done to pro- 
tect Flair from one of his top chal- 
lengers. And why wouldn't the 
Horsemen want Sting, an outstand- 
ing young star who has experience 
as a rulebreaker? 

As the weeks pass, Sting gets clos- 
er to winning Flair’s World title. 
Eventually, the Horsemen may have 
no choice but to invite him into their 
band of terror. 

Before it’s too late. (J 
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“T read a story in your magazines a 
couple of months ago about how Mr. 
DiBiase made his fortune,” said Alfred 
between bites of smoked Norwegian 
salmon and fresh asparagus. ‘‘Natural- 
ly I was quite interested, because it 
seems as if his grandfather got rich the 
same way I did. That’s why I am par- 
ticularly saddened to see young Ted 
waste this fortune the way he has. He 
is showing no respect at all for the 
value of money.” 

Alfred stood up for a moment and 
walked over to a great oak desk at the 
north wall of the room. He bent down 
to take out a sheaf of papers and, 
amidst the documents, removed a 
small booklet. The booklet was ragged 
at the edges and the pages had yel- 
lowed with age. It was entitled Basic 
Investment Techniques, and Alfred 
handled the book as if it contained the 
key to ruling the world. 

“Mr. DiBiase has failed to follow 
the basic rules prescribed by this price- 
less little manual I have here,’’ said 
Alfred. ‘‘He failed to answer the ques- 
tions which naturally followed from 
the moves he made. He failed to even 
pose the questions. For example, ac- 
cording to Mr. Tunney, the WWF 
rules clearly state that the title cannot 
be bought or given to another man. 
Why wasn’t Mr. DiBiase aware of this 
rule before he purchased Andre the Gi- 
ant’s contract from Bobby Heenan? 

“Then he made his second mis- 
take,”’ Alfred continued. ‘He obvious- 
ly paid Earl Hebner a great deal of 
money to take the place of his twin 
brother, Dave Hebner. But he had to 
realize that eventually the authorities 
would learn of what he did and the 
decision wouldn’t have been allowed to 
stand. I was shocked that Tunney did 
allow the pin, but that went against all 
logic. And when you’re dealing with 
tremendous sums of money—and Mr. 
DiBiase has spent well over $1 million 
in this venture—you must think along 
logical lines. Any way you look at the 
situation, Mr. DiBiase had no chance 
of getting away with what he did. He 
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TED DiBIASE 


(Continued from page 37) 


Hogan clotheslines DiBiase, who was unable to win the title legally in the ring. According to 
at least one prominent investment banker, DiBiase failed to follow some basic financial 
guidelines when he paid Andre the Giant for the title. 


made a high-risk investment with a 
neglible success rate.” 

DiBiase, in other words, was trying 
to buy something he couldn’t buy. His 
great thirst for the World title had 
overcome his powers of reasoning. As 
lunch continued, I looked at Mr. Al- 
fred and saw a man whose thinking 
processes have never been clouded by 
greed. When Alfred dies, he will leave 


wee 


DiBiase headlocks Hogan, who, as expect: 
ed, refused to sell him the title. 


his benefactors a magnificent sum of 
money. But, like DiBiase’s grandfa- 
ther, he will have no guarantee that 
they will manage his estate wisely. 

Upon leaving the mansion after 
lunch, I took a brief drive around the 
grounds. All of this great property had 
been earned by Alfred through wise 
investments and hard work. He seemed 
to take great pride in what he had 
accomplished, and rightly so. When 
one is so rich, there is great temptation 
to use your money to take shortcuts. 

Ted DiBiase has learned that there is 
no shortcut to success. The decision 
handed down by Jack Tunney insured 
that the WWF World title is too valu- 
able to be bought and sold. It must be 
earned by a worthy wrestler. The irony 
here, of course, is that DiBiase is one 
of the finest scientific wrestlers in the 
world. His years of experience would 
make him a fine champion. 

But money overcame his ambition. 
And unless he can win the title at 
WrestleMania IV, he’ll have nothing 
left but memories of unrequited 
greed. L 


eee BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


SPORTS REVIEW 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

June 1980/Graham, Patera, Rhodes, 
Lawler, Zbyszko. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 
Star Wars 1980. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn. 

April 1981/Atlas, Flair, Moondogs, 
Wrestling II. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 
sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other, 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras, 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 


April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans, 
May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 
June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba, 
July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong, 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 
Le 
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January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 

March 1984/Starrcade ‘83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 
April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 
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August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Fiair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair, 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fizir, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorif, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions II. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 
March 1986/Starrcade ’85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase, 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 
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June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts II. 
July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of 80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling II. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny, 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel, 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston, 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December Dnata Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan, 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ties, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 in Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
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KERRY VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 32) 


tial danger he was in. But no one 
bargains for a quadruple-team— 
ever. And Dad had no way to de- 
fend himself—he couldn’t use his 
hands.” 

Fueling Kerry's anger is the 
knowledge that to avenge his fa- 
ther’s injuries he has no choice but 
to play into the attackers’ hands. It 
appears as if Von Erich pride may 
overrule common sense. 

“Kerry Von Erich is so stupid I 
almost feel bad about ending his 
career,” pipes Buddy Roberts. 
“What the hell else is a guy so 
dumb gonna do for a living once 
he can’t wrestle anymore?” 

“[ have no pity for that idiot,” 
said Terry Gordy. “The Von Erichs 
think they’re so superior. He thinks 
he can take me, does he? He thinks 


Referee Rick Hazzard has a difficult time breaking up Gordy and Kerry, Gordy and his 


I'm quaking in my boots at the 
prospect of facing his anger? Give 
me a break. I’d much rather wrestle 
Kerry than smell Buddy’s breath in 
the morning. That's something to 
fear.” 

Meanwhile, at the Von Erich 
compound, Fritz Von Erich feels re- 
sponsible for the entire episode, and 
is plenty worried. “Kerry's a good 
boy,” he says. “He’s trying to pro- 
tect his father and preserve the 
family name. In my whole life I 
never left an arena on a stretcher. 
It was plain stupidity to fall into 
The Freebirds’ trap. Now I got my 
boy involved in something he 
shouldn't be. Kerry should have his 
mind on the title. Instead, he winds 
up in a feud against these thugs. 

“I know Kerry can manage, he 


cohorts are on Kerry’s hit list, following their brutal attack on Fritz. Kerry is so anxious for 
revenge that he may be leaving himself open to further attacks. 


always has. But if these animals get 
the right opportunity, they'll go af- 
ter Kerry’s ankle. They have no 
conscience. They would like noth- 
ing more than to end the career of 
a Von Erich. Kerry gets so darned 
hyper that he leaves himself vulner- 
able to sneak-attacks. If he doesn’t 
cover himself this time, he'll be in a 
lot of trouble.” 

Thus far, the only one in real 
trouble has been Terry Gordy. In 
two separate battles, Von Erich has 
grounded the meaty Freebird with 
a devastating strategic attack. In 
one early encounter, Von Erich sur- 
prised Gordy with an aerial demon- 
stration that evoked memories of 
Kerry's rookie year. 

“I felt like I could fly,” he en- 
thused after the match. “Seeing that 
big oaf brings out the best in me. | 
just keep a mental picture of my 
dad in the hospital, and there isn’t a 
way in the world [| can lose.” 

In a later match, Fritz Von 
Erich’s worst fears were almost re- 
alized. While Kerry pummeled 
away at Gordy in the corner, Rob- 
erts and Parsons snuck behind and 
grabbed him. While Gordy and 
Roberts pinned his arms, Parsons 
climbed the top rope, preparing to 
smash into his ankle. Fortunately, 
Kevin Von Erich, who watched the 
incident unfold from the dressing 
room, snatched Parsons off the 
rope. The two brothers then chased 
the three back to their dressing 
rooms. 

“I was beating the heck out of 
Gordy until his buddies joined in,” 
commented Kerry afterward. “I just 
have to be more careful. | have to 
remember I’m fighting four, not 
one. 

“But Terry Gordy better bone up 
on his math, too. Because whenev- 
er it's one on one, whenever it’s 
just he and J in that ring, his career 
and his life are in jeopardy. I'm 
after all four of those scum, but 
Gordy’s number one on my list— 
which means he'll be the first to 
fall. With a strong and painful 
thud.” O 
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WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 
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SPRING 1984/Color pinups: Superstar-Bravo, 
Adrian Street, Hansen-Race, Valiant-Kabuki. Stories 
include: Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Bockwinkel, 
Santana, Hansen. : 

SUMMER 1984/Color pinups: Patera-Gagne, 
Windham-Bart, Bundy-Garvin, Koloff-Mosca. Stories 
include: Junkyart! Dog, Flair-Race, Adams-Garvin, 
Snuka, Idol, Orndorff. 

FALL 1984/Color’ pinups: Haynes-Nagasaki, Ka- 
huki-Kamala, Steamboat-Slater, Blanchard-Colon. 
Stories include; Hogan, David Von Erich, Flair- 
Brody, Blanchard, 

WINTER 1984/Color pinups: Michael Hayes, 
Flair-McDaniel, Gilbert-Rich, Haynes-Funk. Stories 
include: Kerry Von Erich, Martel-Bockwinkel, Piper, 
Flair-Steamboat. 

SPRING 1985/Color pinups; Animal-Funk, Poffo- 
Gilbert, Nikita-Femmandez, Garvin-McDaniel. Stories 
include: Warriors, Hogan, Albano, Rhodes, Sullivan. 
SUMMER 1985/Color pinups: Keny-Flair, Hawk- 
Lawler, Funk-Slater, Nikita-Rhodes. Stories include: 
Valentine, Windham & Rotundo, Warriors, Flair- 
Race, Nikita. 

FALL 1985/Color pinups: Adams-Kevin Von 
Erich, Zbyszko-Backlund, Lawler-Brody, Blanchard- 
T.A. Stories include: Von Erichs, Warriors, Hogan- 
Volkoff, Freebirds. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinups: Flair-Kevin Von 
Erich, Hayes-Hawk, Hogan-Fujinami, DiBiase-Rob- 
erts. Stories include: Orndorff, Warviors, Brody, 
Shultz, Duggan. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinups: Windham-Sullivan, 
Andre-Bundy, Taylor-Landell, Hernandez-Keny. Sto- 
ries include: R&R Express, Warriors, Hogan, San- 
tana, Rude, Williams. 


SUMMER 1986/Color pinups: Luger-Barr, Gar- 
vin-Flair, Nord-Hawk, Missy-Sunshine. Stories in- 
clude: Warriors-Russians, Savage-Hogan, Kevin Von 
Erich, Bulldogs. 

FALL 1986/Color pinups: Kirchner-Volkoff, 
Nikita-Hawk, Morton-Flair, Nord-Hennig. Stories in- 
clude: R&R Express, Luger, Savage, Bulldogs, Han- 


-sen, Rude, Williams. 


WINTER 1986/Color pinups: Rude-Von Erich, 
Khrushchev-Mantel, Hogan-Adonis, Bockwinkel- 
DeBeers. Stories include: Supercards, Hogan-Om- 
dorff, Horsemen, Snuka, Von Erich. 

SPRING 1987/Color pinups; Von Erich-Zulu, 
Roberts-Hillbilly, Morton-Anderson, DiBiase-Hayes. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, Luger, 
Race, Windham, Hyatt. 


* SUMMER 1987/Color pinups: Roberts-Kamala, 


Von Erich-Perez, Morton-Koloff, Snuka-Zukhoy, Sto- 
ries include: Windham, Elizabeth, Superpowers, 
Williams, Albano, Von Erich. 

FALL 1987/Color pinups: Animal-Lane, Bigelow- 
Inoki, Sullivan-Hall, Ware-Honky Tonk. Stories in- 
clude: Midnights, Flair, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Piper, Hogan-Andre. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinups: Tama-Santana, Pe- 
rez-Steamboat, Rhodes-Flair, Gordy-Gilbert. Stories 
include: Luger-Nikita, RGR Express, Hart, Hogan- 
Race, Hyatt, Lawler. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinups: Jason-Hart, Konga- 
Sting, OMG-Santana, Von Erich-Adias. Stories in- 
clude: Waniors, Hogan-Andre, DiBiase, Honky 
Tonk, Magnum T.A., War Games. 
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Lex Luger and Dusty Rhodes lock up at 
Starrcade '87. Breaking with the Horsemen 
and befriending Rhodes made Luger a man 
to be respected, writes Sherri Hall. 

even without the cheating. | can’t say 
the same of Ric Flair. 

When Luger went on national TV 
just days after his U.S. title loss at 
Starrcade °87 and admitted that 
Dusty Rhodes was, as he said, “The 
Legend,” | began to respect Lex as a 
man. That day, when he announced 
that he would win or lose his match- 
es on his own merit and wrestling 
ability, he proved he was being hon- 
est with the public. More importantly, 
he was being honest with himself. 

Many wrestlers have ability and 
honesty, but Lex has another vital 
asset: a working knowledge of the 
most dangerous rulebreaking cooper- 
ative in the sport, The Four Horse- 
men. Knowing the method of their 
madness gives Lex the capability to 
counteract it. 

Ability, honesty, and an under- 
standing of the Horsemen. These 
three tools are what make Lex Luger 
a lethal weapon. He is undoubtedly 
the greatest wrestler in the world 
today. 

SHERRI HALL 
Lynchburg, VA 


DEFENDING THE WOMEN 


| have heard and read it all about 
women wrestlers being unattractive, 
out of shape, and boring. Sure, The 


Fabulous Moolah isn’t the most at- 
tractive woman around, but not too 
many women over the age of 50 
have the endurance Moolah does. 
She always had enough muscle to 
get the job done, plus a mean streak 
wider than the Pacific Ocean. 

How many wrestlers have a mind 
like Sherri Martel, who reverses her 
opponents’ finishing maneuvers to 
snatch victory from the jaws of de- 
feat? I’ve seen her do it more than 
once. 

Velvet Mcintyre shows skills few 
possess; she can do it all technically 
and aerially. She is the only wrestler 
I've ever seen deliver three different 
kinds of dropkicks. The main reason 
Velvet hasn’t had a title belt strapped 
around her waist in the last 2 years 
is because 99 percent of the time 
she wrestles fairly. 


and Velvet Mcintyre have just as much abili- 
ty as the men do, Paul Blashka writes. 


Candi Devine is a good technical 
wrestler with some aerial skills, but 
she will never win the AWA World 
women’s title unless she can get the 
champion, Madusa Miceli, in a cage, 
or can get Kevin Kelly and Nick Kinis- 
ki barred from ringside. Kelly and Ki- 
niski both have interfered against De- 
vine on Miceli’s behalf. What is a 
130-pound woman to do against 
someone twice her size? 

As far as their training goes, 
Sherri, Velvet, and Candi put their 
time in with swimming, running, and 
aerobics, while Miceli seems to work 
mainly with weights. 

Let’s not forget about Wendi Rich- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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ter. If she were in the WWF, she'd be 
the champion, or certainly contending 
for the title. She was probably chased 
out of the WWF because Hulk Hogan 
was afraid she was getting more pop- 
ular than he was. 

PAUL BLASHKA 

Fond du Lac, WI 


THUMBS UP! 

| would like to offer my own per- 
sonal “thumbs up” to a _ few 
individuals: 

@Vince McMahon. After “The 
Slammys,” | had this sinking feeling 
in my stomach that McMahon was 
returning to his old ways of promoting 
hillbilly weddings and so forth. But 
the broadcast of the “Royal Rumble” 
on the USA Network displaced my 
concerns. The WWF put on an ex- 
travaganza that won’t soon be forgot- 
ten, especially one particular match: 
Rick Steamboat vs. Rick Rude. Their 
match at the Rumble was probably 
the most incredible bout | have wit- 
nessed since the Steamboat-Randy 
Savage encounter at WrestleMania 
Ill, and | have a feeling it may even 
have topped that match. | lost track 
of the two-counts; there had to be 
almost 20! 

@ Mike Rotundo. His new alliance 


Larry Zbyszko puts the armlock on Barry 
Windham. Reader Jeff Welling says Zbyszko 
would make an ideal candidate for The Four 
Horsemen. 


with Kevin Sullivan is, in my opinion, 
only going to help his career. He has 
always been a fantastic scientific 
wrestler, but Sullivan has pro- 
grammed the killer instinct in him. | 
am looking forward to his upcoming 
matches with Nikita Koloff and other 
greats of the NWA. 

@Larry Zbyszko. He may be a 
loudmouth and a creep, but he de- 
feated Barry Windham for the West- 
ern States title. If The Four Horse- 
men are looking for a new member, | 
think they ought to seriously examine 
Zbyszko. He would prove to be a 
highly valuable ally. 

® Dusty Rhodes. | don’t particularly 
care for his style, and | sometimes 
have trouble looking at him while | 
eat, but | have an incredible amount 
of respect for the guy. Three times 
Bunkhouse Stampede champion—I 
think that says it all. 

| salute all these individuals for 
their remarkable feats. Good going, 
guys! . 
JEFF WELLING 
Bellevue, WA (1) 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, asa 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


Fall 1984 ~ Winter 1985 


FALL 1984/Color pinup: USA Honor Guard. 
Stories include: Hogan, Blanchard, Rhodes, 
Santana, Slaughter. 

WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 


Spring 1987 
WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 

SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 
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All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No 
wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 
rarity) 
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YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 12) 


past few years. A guy couldn’t ask 
for a better brother and friend. But 
I knew if I was going to get any 
respect in this sport, I'd better 
make it on my own, and I have. 
Still, I'd love to see us win a major 
tag title someday. That would be 
the ultimate.”’ 


kk* 


: “I have a question for Ted Arcidi: 


Now that Dino Bravo has unoffi- 
cially broken your benchpress 
record by lifting 712 pounds, are 
you going to attempt to break his 
record?”’ —Darrin  Butland, 
Verbank, NY 


: “Why do I have to break a record 


that doesn’t exist?,’”’ Arcidi said. 
“First of all, I saw a tape of the 
lift [at the Royal Rumble], and it’s 
obvious that Jesse Ventura helped 
Bravo get the bar up. Second, the 
lift isn’t official because it’s not 
recognized by any of the major 
powerlifting organizations. Third, I 
know Bravo, and he’s not nearly 
as strong as I am. Nobody’s gonna 
tell me he’s capable of pressing 712 
pounds. My lift was 7051/2 pounds. 
It won’t be broken for a long time. 
Dino Brayo is not the world’s 


strongest man, I am!” 
KE 


: “My question is for five-time 


NWA World champion Ric Flair: 
With Lex Luger gone from the 
elite Four Horsemen, are you, 
Tully, Arn, and J.J. going to re- 
place him soon?”—Jeff Fitzpat- 
rick, Noblesville, IN 


: Flair replied: ‘“We’ve set such a 


high standard of excellence for 
ourselves that it may be a long 
time before we come up with a 
replacement. One does not become 
a Horseman on looks alone, as it 
were. A lot of intangibles go into 
the equation. That punk Barry 
Windham had his chance to. join 
our select society, but he blew it. 
Unfortunately, he was weaned on 
the Dusty Rhodes philosophy, 
which means that he was too far 


gone to take advantage of our un- 
precedented offer. As it stands, I 
can’t see anyone worthy of the 


number-four spot.’ 
kk* 


: “My question is for Wendi Rich- 


ter: Will you ever return to the 
WWE and win back the women’s 
title belt that rightfully belongs to 
you?”’—Jason Fleming, Benicia, 
CA 


: “To be honest with you, I hardly 


ever think about the WWF,”’ Rich- 
ter said. “I’m too busy defending 


Wendi Richter’s career certainly didn’t end 
when she lost the WWF women’s title. She 
says she is a much better wrestler than 
current WWF champ Sherri Martel. 


my World Wrestling Council 
championship down here in Puerto 
Rico. I don’t think much of 
[WWF women’s champion] Sherri 
Martel, though. I’ve seen her wres- 
tle several times. She’s got some 
decent moves, but she’d never cut 
it down here. I’d like to see her try 
to stand up to the competition I 
face night after night. I hate to 
brag, but I’m the only true world 
champion in women’s wrestling. 
It'll take a tremendous effort for 
somebody to win my title.” 
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ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL vows: 
“WARLORD and BARBARIAN will pay 
for doing this to my eye!” 


How the beauty of ELIZABETH slew 
the beast within “Macho Man” 
RANDY SAVAGE 


PLUS... 

Sign the petition to bring THE ROCK 'N’ 
ROLL EXPRESS back to the NWA... 
GREG GAGNE defeats CURT HENNIG— 
but is robbed of the AWA title! ... . 
“Hotseat” interview with BABY DOLL: 
“T’ve got the goods on DUSTY 
RHODES)”. . . RIC FLAIR and STING 

square off—‘‘One on One” 


All this and much more... 
in the June 1988 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


A special “Press Conference” with 
HULK HOGAN—‘“I’ve been ina 
dreamworld, and ANDRE THE GIANT 
is my worst nightmare!” 


A dream match becomes a tragic reality 
as THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS take 
on THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 


PLUS... 

A dynamic full-color centerfold plus 
biography of AWA World champ CURT 
HENNIG... MIKE ROTUNDO gives 
STING a Varsity Club education .. . It’s 
divide and conquer as AL PEREZ 
continues his takeover of World Class 
. . After four years in the WWF, 
BRUTUS BEEFCAKE is primed for 
greatness... “Scouting Reports” and 

“The PWI Poll” 


All this and much more... 
in the July 1988 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE APRIL 19 


eee BACK ISSUES OF as 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, 
“‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling.’’ Get all the information 
you need to keep up on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne, 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 


wide! came BLnaTE ; 


AUGUST 1976 


August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include; An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras, 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 


RAIA OTL 


WHY SUPERSTAR Om. 
BRUNO OF WEESTLNG 


MARCH 1978 


March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, tana, Albano. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 


September 1980/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 


AUGUST 1982 


August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include; Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 


Rhodes 
HORROR OF A BARBED WIRE 
FENCE MATCH 


FEBRUARY 1983 


February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include; Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
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Wick Bockwinkel's Rayal Boos 
“FORGET JERRY LAWLER, 
VM THE KING OF WRESTLINO!" 


AUGUST 1983 


September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes, 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. . 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 


Ric Flak Ox The Defensive: 


1S MAKE ROTONOO READY 
TO TAKE THE NWA TITLE? 


JUNE 1984 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Siaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 


Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr, 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat. Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


ee 


NOVEMBER 1986 


November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 


Rich Rude's Warning To Rx Paar: 
“TM COMING TO GET Yor!” 


LOVE HIM 

BUT WHY) | 
SHOULD HATE HIME | 
a 


MARCH 1986 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

| 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Ri , Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock ’n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Fiair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 


February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. = 
March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 


Fagtd Foe 
can 4co 
*LOMI0a)s OEASTHE ROVE? 
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Nikita Kolotl's Mission: 


SADDLE THE HORSEMEN = = 
AND TRAMPLE LEX LUGER! we 
nna; zi . 


JUNE 1987 


June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. . 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 


gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 


October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 


birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 


January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
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Make Check Payable And Send To: 
T.V. SPORTS 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


ONLY 
$3.00 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Number of Magazines Ordered: 


Amount Enclosed: $ 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat 


mail, and two dollars for every back issue sent by air mail. 


Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed. Do Not Send Coins. 


Do Not Use Old Order Forms. 


U.S.FUNDS ONLY 


TOP10 


TAG TEAMS 


RIC FLAIR — 1 TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
243, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 484 pounds 
NWA World cha NWA World tag team champions 
HULK HOGAN RICK MARTEL & TITO SANTANA 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 489 pounds 
No. 1 contender: vacant WWF title WWF World tag team cham 
DUSTY RHODES BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
302, Austin, TX Combined weight: 453 pounds 
U.S. heavyweight champion U.S. tag team chanentor 
LEX LUGER DEMOLITION 
268, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 585 pounds 
contender: NWA title No. 1 a tag team title 
CURT HENNIG THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
235, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 461 pounds 
AWA Wi champion AWA World tag team champions 
6% PEREZ BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
238, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 515 pounds 
World Class No. 2 conbeliters tag team title 
STING To BRITISH BULLDOGS 
260, Venice Beach, CA apes weight: 461 unas 
No. 2 contender: NWA tag team title 
RANDY SAVAGE WARLORD &BARBARIAN | 
245, Sarasota, FL ee weight: 655 pounds 
No. 1 contender: WWF LC title coatonderas NW, NWA tag team title 
OWEN HART THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
Shemmuatie Vorth Aanerican champion — as contents tod ROA tag team title 
1 BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 1 BRUCE HART & BRIAN PILLMAN 
: 273, San Francisco, CA Combined ae 437 pounds 
No. 2 contender: WWF LC title Stampede Int'l tag team champions 
De Ee 
NWO, AWA WWF WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: World Class Champion: 
RIC FLAIR CURT HENNIG TITLE VACANT AL PEREZ 
243, Minneapolis, MN 235, Minneapolis, MN to be filled at WrestleMania IV 238, Tampa, FL 
1—DUSTY RHODES 1—GREG GAGNE 1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 1—CHRIS ADAMS 
302, Austin, TX 220, Robbinsdale, MN 255, Memphis, TN 228, Strattord, England 
2—STING 2—WAHOO McDANIEL 2—HULK HOGAN 2—TERRY GORDY 
260, Venice Beach, CA 280, Midland, TX 302, Venice Beach, CA 289, Chattanooga, TN 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 3—KEVIN KELLY 3—ANDRE THE GIANT 3—KERRY VON ERICH 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 271, Oakland, CA 497, Grenoble, France 260, Denton, TX 
4—LEX LUGER 4—BOB ORTON JR. 4—TED DiBIASE 4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 245, Kansas City, KS 247, Omaha, NB 235, Denton, TX 
5—MIKE ROTUNDO 5—SOLDAT USTINOV 5—BAM BAM BIGELOW 5—MATT BORNE 
245, Syracuse, NY 265, Moscow, Russia ; 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 235, Portiand, OR 
6—BARRY WINDHAM 6—BRIAN KNOBBS 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—TERRY TAYLOR 


236, Sweetwater, TX 
7—BOBBY EATON 

233, Huntsville, AL 
8—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
9—ARN ANDERSON 

249, Minneapolis, MN 


10—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 


64 


295, Allentown, PA 
7—BARON VON RASCHKE 
271, Berlin, Germany 


8—JERRY SAGONOVICH 
270, Allentown, PA 


245, Sarasota, FL 
7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 


8—JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 


225, Vero Beach, FL 
7—ERIC EMBRY 

225, Lexington, KY 
8—STEVE SIMPSON 

215, Johannesburg, S. Africa 


9—THE GRAPPLER 9—RICK STEAMBOAT 9—ICEMAN PARSONS 
280, parts unknown 238, Honolulu, HI 245, St. Louis, MO 
10—JEFF JARRETT 10—GREG VALENTINE 10—BILL IRWIN 
200, Hendersonville, TN 243, Seattle, WA 250, Duluth, MN 


SSE Ee ee ee 


= ee SAVAGE 
Sarasota, FL 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
KERRY VON ERICH 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 
OWEN HART 

Last issue: ct Maar 


BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
Last issue: No. 8 Most 


STAMPEDE 
North American Champion: 
OWEN HART 
223, Calgary, Alberta 
1—GAMA SINGH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 
2—MAKHAN SINGH 
380, Saginaw, MI 
3—JASON THE TERRIBLE 
270, parts unknown 
4—BRIAN PILLMAN 
226, Cincinnati, OH 
5—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
6—STEVE DiSALVO 
260, Ft. Bragg, NC 
7—HIRO HASE 


1 


226, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 


8—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 
9—KERRY BROWN 
225, Kansas City, MO 
10—RIP ROGERS 
238, Atlanta, GA 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


THE HONKY TONK MAN 


CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
TERRY GORDY 


iat one te @ Most Hated 


RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
Last Issue: unrated 


MIKE ROTUNDO 
Last issue: unrated 


CWA 


CWA 
MAX PAIN 
350, lowa City, IA 
1—TOMMY RICH 
248, Hendersonville, TN 
2—BILL DUNDEE 
214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
245, El Paso, TX 
4—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 
5—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
243, Portland, OR 
6—DON BASS 
230, Memphis, TN 
7—GARY YOUNG 
240, Houston, TX 
8—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
9—TEUHO KHAN 
265, Singapore 


10—BILLY TRAVIS 
218, Houston, TX 


For period ended February 26, 1988 


so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. Jie pone eae et 
wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 

mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
reflect the past month, these 


1—HULK HOGAN ssuacusvaroreransensucenstadssessieuuevss OO points 
2—RIC FLAIR aacsnevesceuszey ereeeserse 9S points 
. 3—NIKITA KOLOFF ......: . dasieaatbosticasae OO points 
4—LEX GER a ctexnsttavasciasovsecossuseusvyevesesens ta points 
5—RANDY SAVAGE J oceaksdjuinavacs ventas Hesesota A points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS cessscc sess sseesseesene 90 points: 
2—THE HART FOUNDATION vassssssssssesusseersenes 23. points. 
3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE... 70 points 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ...61 points 
5—RICK MARTEL & TITO SANTANA wsse00.47 points 


CONTINENTAL/USA PUERTO RICO 
Continental Champion: WWC Champion: 
LORD HUMONGOUS HERCULES AYALA 
325, parts unknown 273, Bayoman, PR 
i1—DUTCH MANTEL 1—CARLOS COLON 


224, Oil Trough, TX 
2—TOM PRITCHARD 


246, Santa Isabel, PR 
2—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


220, Houston, TX 360, Sudan 
3—DAN DAVIS 3—INVADER | 

238, Nashville, TN 227, San Lorenzo, PR 
4—THE BULLET 4—TERRY FUNK 

234, parts unknown 241, Amarillo, TX 
5—TONY ANTHONY 5—BRUISER BRODY 

235, Bucksnorth, TN 284, Albuquerque, NM 
6—SCOTT ARMSTRONG 6—MIGUEL PEREZ, JR. 

212, Marietta, GA 232, Carolena, PR 
7—SCOTT HALL 7—SUPER BLACK NINJA 

290, Minneapolis, MN 245, Tokyo, Japan 
8—BUDDY LANDELL 8—TNT 

236, Los Angeles, CA 242, parts unknown 
9—FRANK LANCASTER 9—KENDO NAGASAKI 

239, Atlanta, GA 248, Singapore 

10—HECTOR GUERRERO 10—DUTCH MANTEL 
218, Mexico City 224, Oil Trough, TX 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Continental Championship Wrestling splits! Professional 
wrestling continues to undergo tremendous change, and the 
latest federation affected is Continental Championship Wres- 
tling, which operates predominately in the Southeast United 
States. In mid-February, CCW divided into two groups: Con- 
tinental and U.S.A, 

Continental will operate in the 
Florida panhandle, Alabama, and 
parts of Mississippi. Dutch Mantel, 
the Southeast Continental champi- 
on, is involved in a feud with Wen- 
dell Cooley (sidelined with a broken 
right kneecap suffered during an at- 
tack by Mantel) Robert Fuller, and 

) Jimmy Golden. Among the talent in 
, Continental are Lord Humongous, 

. . Dan Davis, Frankie Lancaster, Scott 
Dutch Mantel Hall, Jay Strongbow Jr., manager 
Downtown Bruno, Tony Anthony, and a new 310-pounder 
named Detroit Demolition. 

U.S.A. Wrestling will run shows in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and parts of Ohio, West Virginia, and North Carolina. U.S.A. 
Tennessee champion Doug Furnas, formerly the Continental 

; Tennessee champ, is feuding with 

Buddy Landell. The Rock ‘n’ Roll 

RPMs are the tag team champions. 

Other talent includes: Hector Guer- 

rero, Moondog Spot, Mongolian 

Stomper, The Bullet, Scott Armstrong, 

Johnny Rich, and his cousin Davey 

Rich. The first U.S.A. heavyweight 

champion will be crowned in a tour- 

nament at a future date. 

2 : = Here’s how this affects our rat- 

Buddy Landell ings. Although Continental and USA 

have split, we’re keeping them together under one ratings 

category, modifying the heading from “Continental” to 
“Continental/USA.” 

"They won't be running shows together right away, but 
there’s a good chance that they will in the near future,” said 
Wrestler Senior Editor Bill Apter, “sort of like the NWA/UWF 
co-promotions of the past.” Should the split between the 
two areas become more distinct in the future, the single 
category could be split into two, with one of them falling 
into occasional representation in our revolving spot. 


Most Hated Tag Teams. Last month we looked at the 10 
most popular tag teams in wrestling. Now here’s a look at 
the teams you love to hate. As is the case with our monthly 
Most Popular and Most Hated categories, these ratings are 


based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wres- 
tling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our office. We'd like to hear what you think. 
One note of interest: AWA World tag team champions The 
Midnight Rockers were ranked sixth in the Most Popular tag 
teams ratings and show up again in the Most Hated ratings. 
The Rockers are still very popular in many AWA towns, but 
have made quite a few enemies in the CWA. Their feud with 
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, perennially one of the most beloved 
teams in the sport, has made the Rockers even more hated, 


1—THE WARLORD & KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
2—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
U.S. tag team champions 
3—DEMOLITION 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
NWA World tag team champions 
5—THE ISLANDERS 
No. 3 contenders to WWF tag team title 
6—BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
No. 2 contenders to WWF tag team title 
7—JOHN TATUM & JACK VICTORY 
Wild West & WCCW Texas tag team champions 
8—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
AWA World tag team champions 
9—MIKE ROTUNDO & RICK STEINER 
No. 5 contenders to NWA tag team title 
10—JIMMY GOLDEN & ROBERT FULLER 
Southeast Continental tag team champions 


We’re back in Puerto Rico. This month, the World Wres- 
tling Council becomes the first area to appear twice in our 
revolving ratings category. And there are plenty of changes 
in this area since we checked in last time. Hercules Ayala 
recently won the WWC Universal title from the legendary 
Carlos Colon; Abdullah the Butcher defeated Miguel Perez Jr. 
for the WWC North American championship; and Perez won 
the WWC Puerto Rican belt from Kareem Muhammad. |Ireni- 
cally, Colon won the belt from Ayala shortly after our first 
Puerto Rico ratings appeared in the November 1987 issue, 
and lost the belt just days before these ratings were 
compiled, 


Mail call! We're looking forward to hearing what you think 
about the Most Hated tag team ratings, the Continental split, 
WWC ratings, and anything else that's on your mind. Send 
your comments to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo The Wrestler, Box 
48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. oO 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to = ute. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COS 


in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
snowblowers, paint 
the list is almost endless. 


biles, generators, 
sprayers... 


No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


. BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part sie full time 


ou te receive virade seuielas secrets 


and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines,.. but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- ss \ 
Belsaw Course.’ Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own, 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51409 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


FREE There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


Offer! 


ee ee ee ee ew ee ee ee eee eee eee _1 
| FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE { 
6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.51409 
: Basses City, Mo 6at20 } 
1 (7) YES, please send me the FREE booklet that ' 
: gives full details about starting my own business in } 
1 Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation t 
t and that no salesman will call. t 
i] I 
Tells how you quickly ' Name } 
train tobe yourownboss 4 I 
in a profitable Sparetime y Address I 
Or Fulltime business of § ‘ 
| yourown PLUS complete # City — 
details on ay 30 0-Da : ' 
NO RISK Trial } state Zip H 
L 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


rn ACestlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘'Skyfiyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ogo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT’S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


PWIT-SHIRT 


(specify size: s,m,|,xl) 


at 
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[PWISKYFLYER _[$5.00ea. | 
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NAME 
PWIBUMPER STICKER ADDRESS APT 
PWIBUTTON 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PWI DELUXE PACKAGE 


$19.95 ea. 

Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. l 
TOTAL AMOUNT funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE ‘(JSmall Medium OLarge XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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